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ExoDU#S XX. 7. 


Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lok 


thy God in vain; for the Loxp «will not 


#7 Vain, 
: B miſe a few things; that are of ſome weight 
22 with me, though they are no more than cir- 
cumſtantial to the Subject, that I have choſen. 
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bold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 4 


EFORE I conſider theſe Words, Iwould pre- I 


I. 1 ſhall honeſtly confeſs, that it was ever remote 
from my Thoughts, to preach upon any Text f 
this nature, had I not been ſome years ago impor- 
tuned to do it. And I am rw convinc'd, theres 

the greateſt Occaſion to bear a warni and open Teſti- 
mony againſt a Crime, with which the Nation is 


overipread, and by which it is likely to be ruined, 


»Tis a Sin like that of Babylon, that reaches up 1 3 


Heaven; and God will remember ſuch a bold Iniguity. 


*Tis time for Miniſters of all Denominations to unite 


their Zeal againſt a Wickedneſs that is a great deal 


worſe than either Superſtition or Schiſm; and has 
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neto nt d among us without any diſtincdion & (9) ft A 
Parties. All Fleſb has corrupted its May. 8 
il 7 4 2. I grant, that Diſcourſes of this nature are whit 
WW . you ere not much uſed to. It has been commonly 
JI -ught, that preaching againſt this Immorality was 
net at all needful in our Aſſemblies, and therefore 
could not be very ſilituble, or pleaſing to em. For, 

3. I may ſuppoſe the Crime, that's branded in this 
1 ext, is what many of us zever once committed in 

2 6ur Lives; and therefore perhaps ſome may think, | 
as there is no Danger of the Practice, there's no Oc- > 
caficn for a Guard : But that's carrying the Matter 
too far; for there's no Impiety ſo diſtant from your 
Temper, and unknown in your Lives, which Satan 
may not lead you to, and God in his righteous Judg- 
ment may leave you in. We are none of us above 
that Caution: Pe not h1gh minded, but fear ; and, 
ht kim that thinzs he flands takbe heed lejt he fall *. 
David confeſſed 2 Trauſgreſſion of the Wicked r, ſaid "0 
in his Rez It, there is no Fear of God before his 
| eyes. That is, he could judge of the Atheiſm that 

is apparent in others, by the Seeds of a corrupt Na- 

ture in himſelf. Mlany of us can ſay, as to profane 
FF <wearing, or Curſing, (through the Biefling of God 

open a religious Education) there has not been a ſingle 
Inſtance, in which we have thus offended with our 
I.ips. When Children are trained up in the Way 
they ſhould go, whilſt they are young, *tis not like- 
1 that in old Age they will depart from it. 

. *Tis a thing beyond all diſpute, that our Fa- 
ag were never guilty of this Abomination, their 
Fnemies themſelves being Judges. The provertial 
Character given them, in contempt, is a publick Teſti- 
F mcny to their being thus unſpotted from the World. 
#' They were charged with Preciſeneſs and Superſtition, 
X when they uſed the Name of God with an holy 
Guard of Reverence. And I wifh there was more 
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Inquiry into thoſe good old Paths, wherein ſo minx 
found Reſt to their Souls, For ſeveral Years I did not . 1 LL 
think, that there was a Swearer, or a Sabbath- breaker 
among all the Diſſenters in England. Theſe Sins were 
not ſo much as named among them. And indeed 
they are not the Spas of God's Children, nor con- 43 
ſiſtent with a Form of Godlineſs. But, 2M 
It is not with us as in Times paſt. : How is our 
Gold become dim ! How is the fine Gold ang 
I uſed to think, that Profaneneſs and Non- confor- 
mity would never meet in one Perſon : But it is " 
more than I can ſay now. We have a Generation 
whoſe Mouths are unguarded, their Lips are their 
; own ; and Children can dare to falt, what their F a = 
thers would have trembled to hear. 4 

6. The moſt tremendous Examples of fein 
and curſing that I have heard of, were among thoſe, 
that have been brought up in the Nurture and Admow, 

nition of the Lord. Such as do not improve a re- i 
ſigious Education will- ſoon be like a neglected G * # 
den, that ſhall grow ranker and fuller of Weeds chan I 
a common Defart. - > 
Having opened the Way by theſe Particulars, 1 
ſhall make no more Apology for a few Sermons upon 
this third and great Commandment : Thou ſball not 
take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain ; for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltleſ that tateth his Name 
in vain. , You are as much acquainted with theſe # 
Words as any in the Bible. Every body knows them. 
Many have repeated them a thouſand times, or an- 
fivered them with a Reſponſe : Lord have Mercy on 153 
and incline our Hearts to keep this Law. If they are 
guilty after this, they have approached the great God 
» | witha Hing Tongue; and he has no pleafure in Fools, 
But conſider, 

1. This Sentence was delivered by the moſt k; 
God himſelf: He /pake all theſe Words from the midſt 
of the Cloud and thick wm and therefore his 
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as having a perpetual Obligation upon all Men. And 


* * 
. 


F 


} Danger of 


Honour is concerned either in ſecuring the Duty, or 
executing the Vengeance. He will not have this Precept 


appear in full force againſt the Glory of his Name, 
or ſuffer it to be ſaid, that he will hold that Man 
guiltleſs, who is above meaſure guilty of taking his 
Name in vain. It {would be a Reproach upon him, 


if a profane Swearer ſhould eſcape his Anger. If he 
commands what is not needful, or threatens what is 


not certain, his Book can be of no reputation: But 


in the * of Wrath there will be no room to ſay, 


that his Word has failed: And every Mouth that is 
now ſo liberal-of Oaths, and Impudence, ſhall then 
be /opt ;. and the whole T/orld become guilty * before him. 
2. This he delivered to his own peculiar People, 


the Jews, whom he had ſet apart for himſelf, and 


Brought cut of Egyßpt by Signs and Wonders; and 
therefore we can't think, that he would give them 
any Law, but what was holy, juſt, and good. Had 


there been the leaſt credit, or advantage, in profan- 


ing his Name, he would not have grudged the Chil- 
dren of qbraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, the uſe of that 
Liberty. But he has required of them, not only to 


do juſtly, and love Mercy, but to walk humbly with 


their God; that th<te might be a plain difference be- 
tween the Voice of Children and the Barking of Doge. 
3. This he introduced in ſuch a manner as left 
them under the greateſt Impreſſions. They were three 
days preparing for it. And when the time for giving 
the Law came, Mount Sizai was all in a ſmoke: An- 


gels ſounding their Trumpets, at the head of it; 


the People trembling at a diſtance. Nay, /o terrible 
204 the fight, that Moſes himſelf ſaid, I exceedirgly fear, 
and guake f. You may hear it with an indifference; 
but not one of that vaſt Aſſembly was capable of 


. his was alſo always called the Moral Law; : 


it 


„ „ - * + Heb. xii. 21. 


* 28 > = bo ante 3 v Le be by ; v ; N 'Þ 2 "II IP 1 * 88 
. 5 R 3 RS Na IK . "= c . kf, RY * 
r 8 s "es For ot wy FAS 2 95. I % - C r 
. WII, R 2th 2.7 RR Bun CS „ 
BEOS EE RESO 0 . e 
: WF . ö e 8 = a 8 9 n OSS” 1} 
FEE . eee 
e e R 2 n 3 
n * T SEES AE : SENSELESS A 
* 8 „„ . 5 Manes 
S * „ . n 8 
$ . F 9 2 þ 4 8 * W 
N 5 d N 4 * 4 } GY 
VT 8 * 
® * . 6 * £ : 


i 


INT 78 * 3 N * 
RN R 8 
F 8 l hs 
ud n * 28 SF _ 
N r 
. a 
n „ A 
i OS TEES DO OO CEN LINS EPs RS fs ES 3 : 
<e We IS: W. : CAE c 2 8 Fr 22 EDS, x * 
3 "Wh 5 AY wr IE * Ut wo Rs 
* 3 WS — 
FK 
: * 
* 


—AWW c as: 
4 $ "att x Pts, 5 EI” of 
\” ”* TIO 
N * : f Toy 
* * a p 

* 2 * 

A . 3 


only a Shadow of good things to come. But the Prohibition 
of Swearing, Murder, Adultery, and Theft, are ſa- 
cred for ever. They cannot ceaſe to have their force 


of commanding and condemning as long as the World 


ſtands. 905 „ 
5. There is ſomething in human Nature that bears 


witneſs to this Precept: The Work of the Law is 
written in our Hearts. 


The Articles of Chriſtianity 
could never be diſcover'd without Revelation. Fe 
have not received the Spirit of the World, the Light of 


Reaſon, or natural Conſcience, but the Spirit which 


is of God, that we may now the things that are freely 
given us of God *, Your Belief and Dependance on 
Him, who died the juſt for the unjuſt ; your Adora- 


tion of three Perſons in one, eternal, undivided Na- 
ture, are Articles that muft be received, wherever they 


are revealed; for the Goſpel is to be preached wit 
this awful Stamp upon it, He that believes ſhall be 


ſired; and he that believes not ſhall be damned +. But, 


here's a Rule that would have its weight, had there 
been no Bible in the Werld. Your Conſciences bear 


Witneſst to it; your Thoughts in the mean time ex * 


time excuſing, or accuſing one another. - 
6. The Reaſon of the Duty is ſo clear, and the 
Engraving ſo deep, that whether it fucceeds or no, it 


will not be /uſpefted. You do tnaw, that they wo 
do theſe things are worthy of the righteous Judg- =: 


ment of God, though you both do the fame, and 
have pleaſure in them that do them. 
the Sentence of Condemnation on a Sinner, that is 


guilty of this Immorality, from the Authority of a 
Court within him: Though our Age is become a 

: V! " rarity = 
+ Mark xvi. 15. J Rom. ii. . 


1 Cor. ii. 12. 


f. hg Wo A 
it is with an ill grace, that they who daily break it, 
ſhould profeſs themſelves to be Oppoſers of all - 
fteries, or the Advocates of. Morality. It is not li- 
mited to thoſe People, or thoſe Ages, that were under 
a ceremonial Conduct. Many of their Laws were 
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© rarity in Wickedneſs; we are not without Examples 
of People, who will plead for Swearing. And when 
this is done, by Men that have known better, Gd 
has given them up to a reprobate Mind; and you may 


fear to ſome vile Affections; as they did not like to 
retain him in their knowledge. 5 
- I muſt therefore lament, with the late excellent 


Biſhop Fleetuaod, in his Sermon on this Text; How 


% unhappy is it, that Men go on in a Practice, 
« which they carry a perpetual Condemnation to, 
c in their own Minds? It is an uſual Argument 


„ againſt any Diſcourſes of this nature, that the 
„ Preacher has ſaid nothing, but what we knew be- 


“ fore. This declares the Cafe of thoſe Perſons very 
« criminal, and dangerous, that what they do is in 


violence to themſelves.” 


The Words conſiſt of two Parts. 


I. A plain Prohibition, or a Command delivered in 
a negative Form: Thou /halt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain. 5 85 | 

II. An awful Reaſon in the ſame negative Lan- 
guage: For the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs, that 
taketh his Name in vain. This is the Diviſion of the 


Text; according to which, I ſhall lay out the Me- 


thod of theſe Sermons. 


I. I would conſider the Wickedneſs, that is here 
forbid. Thou ſbalt mot take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in vain. There are three Things, that enter into 
the Deſcription of this Impiety. Let us enquire, 

Fit, Who this Gad is. 
Secondly, What is meant by his Name. 
Thirdly, What it is, to take it in vain, 


Fir/?, He who has given us this Warning, has alfo gi- 


ven us his on Character under theſe two 1 3 


| 8 5 e A 

f 2. He 18 thy ; God | EY ; „ l n 1 
d I ſhall enlarge no more upon theſe Heads, than to ñ 
ay ſhew you the Connection they have to the Duty ex, 
to ] pected from us. | 4 


He is 1. the Lord, or Jehovah. This is the grand 
nt I Feculiar. He, whoſe Name alone is Fehavah, is the” 
w moſt High, over all the Earth“. hen, the Title 
e. Jof God, is beſtowed upon any other, it is with a 

*  Þ Diminution; and delivered in a Figure that ſignifies leſs 
nt Jin chem, than it does in him. There are Gods many, and 
he Lords many; but he is the true God, and the everlaſting” 
Y King +. However, this other Name, he has ſet at 
y the front of his Law. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord thy. 
in God is. one Lord t; or Jehovah, thy God, is one Je- 
hovah. That's not a Name that he will give to 
another. Chriſt Jeſus would never have been called” 
7ehovah, were it not, that he is in the Form of God, 
and thinks it no Robbery to be equal with Ged\. This 
I ſhall not inlarge upon, becauſe it is an Article ß 
revealed Religion; and the Men, that deny it, want 
to be talked to upon the head of natural. I cant 
n- | omit a Notion, that the moſt famous Opponent to q 
at the Deity of Chriſt, has given us: Iknow not how ' 
he far Criticiſm may allow it, but Conſcience will be ever 
e- ſhock'd at it. Tis this; that the Term God does 

not ſignify any individual Glory, or Perfection, in 

him, that has it; but only his Dominion over others. 

re We may ſet ſuch profane and vain bablings in the 
5„ I front of thoſe Crimes, that are condemn'd in my Text. 
to It is the chief way of taking the Name in vain. But 
ſuch Diſtortions of a Word, that had always a de- 
termin'd Senſe, are ſome of thoſe ſorry ſhifts, lat 
Men are driven to in oppoſing the Faith of the G- ÞþF 
ſpel. Tis an opinion, not ſo much as named, among 
thoſe of the Heathen, that owned a ſupreme God. 
And ſhall our Bible introduce an error, that was too 
F fp — groſs 
. 3 Pal loxxiii, 18. +1 Cor. viii. 8. fDeut. vi. 4. I Phil. ii. 65. 
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% The Sin and Danger ? 
= groſs for them? Was there no God, till there was 4 
Creature? Or, was not that his Name? The Pſalmiſt 
thought otherwiſe : Before the Mountains were created, 
or ever thou hadſt made the World; from everlaſting 
to everlaſting, thou art God *. Remember, he who 
f in this Text, and challenges to his Name the 
Reverence of your Thoughts and Words, is the 
great Fehovah. The meaning of this Title he himſelf 
has given us: I am, that I am . He was, when there 
Was none beſides. He never did begin; and he never 
oan end. He is of unlimited Power, unſpotted Ho- 
 linefs, and an unbounded Eternity. And can you 
think, that ſuch a Majeſty is to be trifled with? Fear 
ye not me, ſaith the Lord? Will ye not tremble at my 


Preſence . 4; - e 
If you had ever ſeen an Angel, in his Glory, as 


Gideon, Manoab, Daniel, Zachary, and the Virgin 
Mary did, you could not have made his Name a 
common jeſt, or a meer trifle, in your Language. 
How. indecent would it be, for any Perſon, to lard 
his Sentence with the King's Name? And with every 
fooliſh or paſſionate thing he ſays, to tattle out one of 
the Royal Titles? Such an Impertience would be 
nauſeous in all Converſation. And yet, what are af 
the Names of Men, or Angels, if compared to that, 
Which is above every Name? Shall he be treated in a 
way, that a Creature would reſent? Offer it to % 
Gavernaur |: Will he be pleaſed with thee or accept thy 
Perſon, or take it with good-will at thy hand? Muſt that 
be a Liberty in ſpeaking of him, that would be a Mi 
demeanour to an earthly Monarch? *Tis pity, that a 
cuſtom, that has no place in Reaſon, ſhould have any 
in Practice; and that every Man muſt hear, what no 
Man can defend. | 
2. Another of his Titles is, thy God. This is ſaid 
to the Jews, that he might rivet upon their Minds 
the Relation they ſtood in to him. Thus he begins : 
* Pal, xc. 2. + Exod. iu, a4. 4 Jer. v. 22. | Mal. i. 8. 


7 vi thy G that brought a6 as the 


the Hou 


Land of Egypt, and out 9 of Bondage. 


he did for no other People. They were the _ 2M 
Nation, whom he fetch'd out of the midſt of another 
Nation. And he is called, the God of the Hebrews, "+. 
or the God of 1/rae!, upon two account _ 
1. To ſhew his great concern about them. Salvativy _—_ 
was of the Jews . To them pertained the Adoption, the 
Glory, the Service of God, the Covenants, the Promiſes ; 
their's were the F athers, and of them, as n =— 
the Fleſh, Chriſt was to coine, who'is over all R 
bleſſed for ever. So that their Diſobedience was all Y 
Ingratitude. A 22 Jew would be guilty of 
pouring Conternpt upon a national Friend. Do you ' 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh People, and unwiſe? 3 
Is not he thy Father t, that has made thee? But — 
were unmindful of the Rock that begat them ; an 1 
lightly eſteemed the God of their Salvation. Legdes 
this, the Title ſigr iflec, L = 
| 2. The Glory of his Deity. Others w d theß 
knew not what. The Gentiles did ſervice to thoſe, that 
. by Nature wers no Gods *. They were carried a * 
to dumb Idols ++. But the Supremacy of the God of 


| * was a Debate, that the Near h. had with all the 


orld: As Moſes tells Pharaoh, there is none like 
unto our Ged. And here's the force of the Argument 
againſt profane Swearing, that it was a diſhonour to 


the eternal Deity, The Vanities of the Heathen could 3 
not hear the Criminal; and left it upon their Zealotsy 


to puniſh him. But, how abominable' is it, that a 
Zew ſhould ſwear by the true God, who would be a- 
ſhamed to worſhip a falſe one? This was indeed pe- 


culiar to them, that he brought them out of EM 
and avouch'd them to be his People, and himſelf to be 


their God. But, we may, upon equal grounds, n "i 
.of his Relation to us. - 


"its 
+ Rom. ix. 3, 4. ann eras xxxii, 6. 
++ 1 Cor, xii. 2. 


Joh. iv. 22, - 
| ver. 18. 


Gal. iv. 8. 
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Judge. This he is to all Mankind. And I had not 
E obſerved it, were it not, that in this Argument the 
boy 72s uſed to addreſs thoſe that had no ſenſe of 
9 '- their Peculiar, and no ſhare in it. As Daniel ſays to 
__  TNebuchadnezzar, there is a God in Heaven , that reveals 
Secrets. And that Perſon muſt, with a very great 
expence to himſelf, know, that there the moſt High 
rules in the Kingdoms of Men. Thus he alſo tells 
Belſbaxzar, that the God in whoſe hand thy Breath is, 
and whoſe are all thy ways, haſt thou not glorified. 
So far we may certainly go with any Swearer in all the 
world: Thou art ſpurning at the hand that formed 
thee; kicking at thy Lawgiver; daring thy Judge. 
The Breath, that he ſuffers to be in thy Aub, is 
all in his hand; and he can as eafily op it, as he now 
blames it. | 
22. We may go farther, in our National Mercies. 
He is our God upon that account; and therefore, he 
is a vile Briton, an ungrateful Engliſpman, or Scoteh- 
man, that makes a jeſt of that God, who has ſo often 
ſaved us; as if we were delivered to commit all theſe 
Abominations. They ſeem to have no ſenſe of na- 
tional Bleſſings, who with open Mouth, are throwing 
out their Filth upon a national Bensfactor. We ſreckon 
thoſe Enemies to our Country, who revile the Me- 
mory of King WILLIAM. A Zeal for Religion and 
Liberty, will give us a diſdain of any ſordid Wretches, 
that abuſe the Name of him, by whoſe means we had 
em. And, ſhall we not be fired at the Diſhonour 
of God, by whoſe Spirit that Great Prince was formed, 
and by whoſe Providence he ſucceeded ? | 5 
Let a Swearer paſs for the worſt of our Malecontents. 
A Traitor may be ſuppoſed to act from a Principle: 
but a Swearer has none. A blaſpheming Whig is a 
Load upon the Earth; a Monſter to be avoided and 
abhorred. And however God may employ them, we 


know 
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know that he will condemn them. When theſe talk of 


Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, it is ſuch a Blunder 
Language, as every ſerious Man will deſpiſe and 
at : 


in 


3. He is thy Cod, as the Fountain of eternal Hap⸗ 


pineſs. He that is our God, is the God of Salvation * , 


and to God, the Lord, belong the Iſſues from Death. 
And, therefore by taking his Name in vain, the 
Rudeneſs is directed againſt the Author of all Grace 


Secondly, We muſt now enquire what that Name 
of God is, which it is ſo criminal to take in yain: 
And I don't know how to give you a better Account 


of this, than we find in that excellent Form of ſound 


Words, the Aſſembly's Catechiſm: * The Third 
“ Commandment forbids the profaning or abuſing 
& any thing whereby God makes himſelf known,” 


This is diffuſed into a greater number of particulars, 


by the larger Catechiſm; which, perhaps, is the beſt 
Summary both of doctrinal and practical Divinity, 


that the World ever ſaw, in any Language. The 
Sin forbidden in the third Commandment, is the- 


« not uſing of God's Name, as is required; and the 


% 2buſe of it, in ignorant, vain, irreverent, profane 
& or wicked mentioning of his Titles, Attributes, 


6 Ordinances, or Works; by Blaſphemy, Perjury ; 


„ all ſinful Curſing, Oaths, and Voꝛos, not lawful, 
c or fulfilling 'em, if the things are unlaw ful; mur- 
« muring and quarrelling at, or curious prying into, 


« and miſapplying his Decrees, and Providences ; 
«« miſinterpreting, or perverting his Werd, or any 
« part of it, by profane Jeſts, unprofitable Queſtions, 
« yain Jangling, or maintaining falſe Doctrine; ab- 
c ufing it, or any thing contained under the Name 


« of God, by Dreams or ſinful Luſts, and Practices; 


« maligning, ſcorning, — or any wile oppoſing 
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Ty. The Sin and Dar ger of 2 _— 
of God's Grace, or Ways; making a profeſſion of 
Religion in Hypocriſy, or for ſiniſter Ends; being 


e 


WI * 4 * * KN * £ 
- 


aſhamed of it, or a ſhame to it; by uncomfortable, 
% unwiſe, unfruitful, or offenſive walking, or back- 
« ſſiding from it.“ | 5 


All the particulars in this copious Expoſition are 


founded upon ſo many places of Scripture. Thus 


richly did the Word of God dwell in the Com- 
pilers of that admirable Work. And in vain it is for 


A Set of Men to make our eſteem for the Catechiſin 
inconſiſtent with our veneration for the Bible. Alas! 
theſe . Murmurers are far beneath thoſe reverend Fa- 


thers, both in their acquaintance 2077h that Book, and 


their Duty to it. However, I ſhall not take all this 
Latitude upon the Words of my Text; but only ob- 


ſerve to you, in a more general way, that as the 
Name of the Lord thy God, is any thing, by which 
he has made himſelf known; ſo the Profanation, 


* 


n "T4 CE & 
1 
5. 


whereby it ſuffers, may be conſider'd under theſe. 


two Heads : 


Lord. | 
$zcondly, That which is abuſive to him, as our God. 


Firſt, That which is directed againſt him, as the 


Firt, The Name of God fignifies what he is in 


himſelf, and conveys to us thoſe infinite Perfections, 


that ſuppoſe him antecedent to our Nature, and inde- 


pendent on it. The Words by which he has expreſſed 


| thoſe Glories of the Deity either ſignify his Titles, or 


his Attributes. | | 
1. His Titles, by which he is diſtinguiſhed from 
all other Beings, are not ſo any in our Language, as 
they are in the Zebrew. I ſhall collect em into a little 
room, and only put you in mind, that they ſtand in 
the Bible as the Declarations of an underived Nature ; 


and oughtnever to be taken into our Mouths, with- 


out a Reverence and godly Fear; as Moſes calls it, 
| this 


TOM 
„ as 
little 
d in 
ure; 

ith- 
S it, 

this 


tween him and us. 
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this glorious and fearful Name, THE LORD TRT 
1. The Term God is peculiar to him, and ſignifies 


Independance, and Eternity. Angels are called Gods; 


but in every place where they have their Title, there's 


an abatement of the Meaning; ſo that we ſee at once, 


that it imports nothing of that in hem, that it does in 
Him. For, to the Angels tis ſaid, Morſbip him, all 
ye Gods T. So, Magiſtrates are Gods, but they ſhall 


die like Men t. The notion that the Term God ſignifies 
no more than Dominion, is the bold aſſertion of vain. 
| Deceivers, that are in a plot againſt the Deity of 
| Chriſt ; taking counſel together againſt the Lord, and 


his Anointed, If it ſignifies Dominion in Rulers, it 
can't do ſo in Angels; for there is none of them, to 
whom he has put in ſibfectiom || the World to come. 
The Title in its proper original Meaning, conveys to 
us an apprehenſion of an independent, eternal, infinite 


Being. As God, he is over all bleſſed for ever F. This 
then is one of 'thoſe Names, that ought not to be 


pronounced without an awe. And thoſe Phraſes, 


G bleſs me, and, God have mercy,] when they 


expreſs no more than our Wonder, are very indecent : 
"Tis an unbecoming Freedom with this /acred Word; 
and ſhews no great Senſe of an infinite diſtance be- 
Holy and reverend is his Name ++. 

He, that ſpeaks of God in a trivial way, throws 


out the greateſt Nord upon the leaſt Occaſion. There's 
no proportion between the Matter and the Language; 


he's gabling with a Name, which the Angels never 
utter without honour, nor the Devils without trem- 
bling. I could ſocner be an Atheiſt, and diſhelieve a 
God, than a Swearer, and ridicule him. If there is 
ſuch a Being, he has not given us his Titles, to fill 
up an empty Sentence; or to animate a flat cne, If 
this is the Name, by which he will be-known, he 


2 never 


1 Heb. 1. . } Palm bond. & 
om. i. 25. ++ Pal. cxi. . 
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never deſigned, that by it he ſhould be 7:/ulred ; and 
therefore will not hold him guiltleſs that takes his 
Name in vain. = _ ps 

2. Another of thoſe Words, that he has made ſa- 


cred, is that of Lord. Thus he cauſed his Glory to 


paſs before Moſes, with a repetition of his Title, he 
Lerd, the Lord God, merciful and gracious *, Theſe are 
often joined together. With theſe Adorations we 
bow at his Footſtool; and they above praiſe him be- 
fore the I hrone ; hotly, hotly, Holy, Lord God Almighty +. 
This word Lorp in cur Trantlation, expreſſes 7eho- 
rab in the Feorew. The Jews call it the unutter- 
able Word: But t is being deveut, which is no 


better than being / above what's written. God 


has uſed no Word to »s, that we may not uſe to him, 
And, I can't conceive, why our Tranſlators ſhould 
be {o ſparing of it in the Engliſo Bible. Had we read, 
that the Name of a Redeemer ſhould be 7chovah our 


—— Rigitecnuijneſs : That in Jehovah, all the Seed of Ifrael 
' ſhould be juſtified, and glory; the true Meaning of 


that Text in the New Teſtament had been more 
popular, that every Tongue ſhall confeſs, that Jeſus 
1s LORD, to the glory of God the Father. This is 
another ſacred Name, which the great God has made 


is own; and fignifies a Glory, that we can no more 


omprehend in our Thoughts, than we can in our 


lation of the Bible, has thrown the Word out at 


random in ſeveral places. 1 Cor. iv. 8. 2 Cor. xi. 1. 


I would to God : whereas the Original is no more 
than I with. And more frequently that other Expref- 


ſion, God forbid, which is only, let it not be fo. 


- SERMON 


* Exodus xxxiv. 6. + Rev. iv. 8. 


\ 


Pofteflion. And, therefore, what he has /an#7:fied, 
let not us make common. I am ſorry, that our Tranſ- 


Pꝛofaue Swearing. 7 


* 


SER MON ö 
27 HE Name of God includes what we call hls: 4 


Attributes, which are ſo many Characters of 
the divine Nature, that convey to us ſome faint: * 
Ideas of his Perfection. "Theſe are either general“ 
or particular. The general Characters run through» 


every particular Glory, belonging to him. He is in- 


a 


20 WM frite, eternal, unchangeable. The particular Attri- 
50d butes, are ſo many Heads of Perfection, under which: 
"im. we conceive of him; his Being, Wiſdom, Power, Ho- 
uld lineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth. Theſe are always 
ad, to be mentioned with reverence. The common Oath's - # 
our among the Jews was upon the firſt of them, his _ 
ae, Being: ds the Lord lives. That was the ſupreme and 
8 of 'F moſt important Article, what they were ſureſt of:; 
ore and their Confidence in it, is given as a Pledge, to- 
eus * the Truth of any Affirmation. Thus the Angel lifted 3 

is is up his Hand to Heaven, and fware by him that libeth 
lade for ever and ever 1. This is never to be taken into 
10Te our lips but with great ſolemnity, and upon a great 7 
our neceſſity; for confirmation, when it may put an end 
fed, to all ſtrife f. Swearing is an Appeal to God's Om 
anſ- niſcience, that what we ſay is true, and 2 Challenge 

t at to his Anger, if what we ſay is ae. The mean- 
1.1. [ ing of an Oath is to call him, who ſearches the 
ore Heart, as a Witneſs of my Integrity, or an Avenger” 
Tref- of my Falſhood. He can tell what is right, and I in- 


voke his Reſentment, if what I fay is zwrougo. - | 
Vou will eaſily fee, that ſuch Language is not to be = 
) N _ uſed, but where the occaſion is ſacred, as well as the > 
| action. Lis monſtrous in converſation, to bring in- 
the greateſt Words that we can ſpeak, about the leaſt © 
1 ; 2 things 
: +. Dan. XU, 7. en | | 
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things that we can do. To ſolemnize _— | 
and lay the higheſt Language upon the loweſt Thoughts, 
is equally tremendous, and ridiculous. | 


II. As theſe are the Names of the Lord, that ſignt- 
fy what he is in himſelf, fo there are others that ex- 
preſs his Relation to ws : He is thy God, In the Text 

they do not only tell us, that he is our Creator, and 
Preſerver; for that he was to all the World as well as 
the Jews ; but they are a token of his particular con- 
cern about that People. And we may tranſplant them 
under the New Teſtament to the . great Redemption, 
that he has wrought out for the whole //rael of God. 
When Th:mas faid to our Saviour, my Lord, and my 
God ; he declar'd fuch a Faith 28 as that by 
Which we have Life through his Name. Now any 
10 words, that relate to this Salvation ought never to 
ode abuſed, by taking them into common Language. 
. They who bring in damnable Hereſies, are deſcrib'd \ 
by a trifling Temper of Mind. Their profane and 
vain bablings * increaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. 
And, how vile muſt it be, to uſe in deriſion, any 
of thoſe Words, that give us the greateſt evidence 
of his Love? Swearing by that Bload, and Wounds, 
upon Earth, from which we have all our hopes of 
getting to Heaven, is a molt profligate way of tram- 
pling under foot the Son of God, and counting the 
Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing T. His Inſtitutions 
ought never to be menticned in common Language. 
Swearing by the Sacrament, is a direct violation of 
this Law, and makes us guilty of the Body and Blood 
of the Lord t. Swear not by Heaven, for it is God's 
Throne; nor by the Earth, for it his Foctſtoo; nor 
by FJeruſalem, for it is the City of the great King ||. 

Thus have I ſhown, without crouding in many 

Particulars, what we are to underſtand, by 2he Name 

F the Lord our God, The Words, that he has made 
ſacred, 

* 2Tim.u.16. f Heb xi. 29. 1 iCor. xi. 27. Mats. xxiii 22. 
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ſacred, we ſhould keep ſo; and uſe them agreeable 


to their Conſecration, with an Holineſs to the Lord. f 
J have but one thing more under this Head; and | 


that is, 


III. To enquire, what it is to ale: the Name of 
God in vain. By the Expoſition, that the larger 
Catechiſm has given us, you will ſee that the guilt 
of it is to be conſidered in a very extenſive way. 
It forbids all Superſtition, or want of Reverence 
about God's Ordinances ; alt Lotteries, Curiofities, 


-vain Jangling, and Jeſting ; ; and many things beſides, 


which are condemned in this Law : for the Command- 
ment 1s exceeding broad. But I ſhall keep withm the 
bounds, that have ſet myſelf, and need OP deſcribe 
the Impiety under theſe two particulars ; | 

1. The Profaneneſs of an Oath. And, 

2. The #al/hood of it. 


And even the latter of them I ſhall dini intirely, 


as more ſuitable to another Text ; ſo that the Doctrine 


or Propotition I am to purſue is this: 


The profane Uſe of * divine Words, is highly 

criminal. 

It is taking that Name in vain, which God has 
determined Hall be ſacred, either in a way of Au- 
thority, or of Vengeance. I am here both to open, 
and to vindicate the heat of this great Anger, againſt 


thoſe, who are ſo abominable in their words. But 


at preſent I ſhall confider the cccaſions of this vile 
practice, by what means it has abounded, to the 


fcandal of our Nation, the reproach. of our Relt- 
gion, and the danger of all true Liberty: for this. 


is the Root of bitterneſs that lies at the bottom. of 
all our Confuſions. 

I. It is very often the effect of — that 
Men know not what to ſay, and ſwear for want of 
other words. This is the ſofteſt, as well as the 
loweſt account, we can give of it. We can ſay 
nothing more favourable of a Swearer, than that he 
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is a Coxcomb, an empty rattling Fool, who would 
be at a loſs for Expreſſions, if he had not a ſet of | 
theſe in bank. If you ſay, this is an affront to many 
who are guilty; my Anſwer is, that I muſt either 
give them this Character, or a wor/e. There is no- 
thing but ſillineſs, and folly, can be their excuſe. If 
it obtains among thoſe, who are far from wanting 
ſenſe ; yet, in this practice, they talk by the moſt un- 
happy Forms, that were ever choſen. h 
I with, that Perſons of figure, would be faithful 
to this Argument, and preſs it upon their Compa- 
nions; and that if they are not convinced, they may. 
be aſbam' d. Here is a part of every Sentence, that 
muſt ſignify nothing at all, without the leaſt con- 
nection to any other word. Men who would be 
thought Maſters of Eloquence, and Propriety in 
Language, can thunder out a company of noiſy. 
Phraſes, that have all ſound, and no ſenſe. It is not. 
with any great juſtice, that fuch indecent, van Talk- 
ers, ſhould paſs for the polite part of the World. 
Of all the Superfluities in Speech, that make us ridi- 
culous, they chiefly do it, that ſhew.an emptineſs of 
Argument, and a fulneſs of Atheiſm. 

2. Many have ſlid into this folly unawares, by a 
frequent converſation with thoſe, that are guilty. . 
Be not deceived : Evil Communications corrupt good Man- 
ners *. There is no abomination, that is more conta- 
Wi gious. If you cannot cure your: Acquaintance of 

s | ſwearing, you are in danger of being infected by 
| | them. We are eþarged, not to make any friendſhip. 
= with an angry Man; and, with a furious Man not 
to go; leſt we learn of his ways, and get a ſnare to 
our Souls. The Rule, and the Reafon, is the ſame, 
as to a profane converſation. By degrees, our dread 
at the hearing of an Oath is-abeted ; after that, we 
can be more familiar with it; this proceeds to an In- 
difference, and at laſt to an Imitation, | 

. | 1 | | Let: 


_ 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
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Let me take this occaſion to warn you againſt a 
very frivolous Impiety, that has no beauty in it; and 
that is in telling a ſtory, People will repeat the 
Oaths, with which they heard it. If this is a part 
of the jeſt, drop the whole. It can be no enter- 
tainment to any, but a profane Perſon. A Speech 
that will not paſs without th impious larding ought 
never to be taken within our lips: No Company is 
worth keeping, with ſo much hazard of Defilement 


to your Converſation, and of Peace to your Souls. 


A Man may go for his humour into a Peſthouſe, and 


not be infected; but he is a Fool that tries, whether 
he can, or no. It is the ſafeſt way to ab/tain from all 
appearance of Evil *, 

3. In many People, this is a deſign'd Impiety. They 
make themſelves agreeable by ſuch Language. And, 
that's the caſe of thoſe, who are got above their Edu- 
cation; and would be diſtinguiſhed from the Simpli- 
city of their Fathers. They are afraid the World 
will ſuſpect the Sincerity of their Change; and there 
fore run very faſt into all the ways of a popular Con- 


viction; that they are no longer Fanaticks. I take ie 
for granted, that Peter heard a great deal of Curſing 
and Swearing in the High-Prieſt's Hall; which made 
him talk as they did, by way of ſelf-defence. 


Indeed, *tis pity, any fhould think it an Accom- 
pliſhment. And I believe, his their way is their folly 5 
and they do but grow contemptible, by the nerwnefs 
of their Impiety. Such as theſe have ſold themſelves 
to do evil. They have made ſhipwreck of Faith, and 
4 good Conſcience. Their Crime is a preſage of their 


Ruin. They have given up God; and he has given 


up them as if there was a parting by mutual conſent. 
I muſt leave theſe mercenary Swearers to the hardrieſs of 
their Hearts; for, perhaps, they'll receive- no Con- 
viction, till they get it intheFlames of another World. 


1 Theſl. v. 22. 
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4. Many are betray'd into this practice of Swearing, 
by Gluttony and Drunkenne/s. This is finning in the 
moſt expeditious way, with a Cruelty both to Soul 
and Body. That, which is pleaded as the excuſe for 
an Oath, is an aggravation. A ſwearing Drunkard, 
one that goes on reeling and curſing, is ſuch a mix- 
ture of the Beaſt and the Devil, that the Crimes of 
Earth and Hell are met together in him. An exceſs 
of Riot is making quick work with his Body. And, 
as if he was afraid his Soul would not have guilt 
enough, to come in for a ſhare of Miſery, he re- 
ſolves that the two Abominations ſhall move with an 
pace, | - | | 5 

Twas a comfort to David, that his Tears were in 
God's Bottle: his Prayers in his Book *. But ſuch 
as theſe, ſhall have all their Debaucheries filled over. 
again in a cup of trembling. Every Oath and Curſe, 
is noted down. And, what a number of them may 
you expect to find ? How many thouſand Sentences 
are put upon your ſcore ? If every cle Word is to 
be accounted for; much more thefe /aborious Words. 
Wiſhing for Damnation, is working out your Damna- 
tion. And you ſhall have it at large. Don't ſuppoſe, 
that this rattling taik dies in the air, into which you 
breathe it. 'T here's not a profane Oath, that was 
ever {worn in the world, that does not come into re- 
membrance before God. And though Men think their 
Tongues are their own ; yet it may take off the ar- 
rogance of that ſaying, to remember, what Chriſt 
has told them; that by thy N ords, thou art to be con- 
demned. The Advice in this caſe, is plain. Keep 
out of the way of all theſe Temptations. Drunken- 
neſs, is a Sin beneath human Nature: Swearing, is a Sin 
above it. It is rather the wickedneſs of accurſed Spirits, 
than adapted to the Life, we live in the Fleſh. 

5. This is often the helliſh vent, that People give 
to their Paſſion. They are angry, and value neither 


| what 
Paal. lvi 8. ; 


= 


what they ſay, nor what they do; ſo that here, thoſe 
Words are literally true; that the Tongue does not 
only ſet on fire the whole courſe of nature, but 
is /et on fire-of Hell *. This boiſterous Temper is as 
oppoſite to the Deſign and Spirit of Chriſtianity as 


any other. We don't uſually indeed ſpeak fo ill of 
a paſſionate Man, as a drunken one; but the Scripture 


does. He that is ſoon angry, deals with folly. And 


if any Man among you ſeem to be religious, and 
bridles not his Tongue, that Man's Religion is vain T. 


I allow that ſome Tempers are more inclined to Paſ- 
ſion, as ſome Conſtitutions are to fleſhly Luſts. But 
that's no excuſe for either. T's PItY' that ſeveral 
Profeſſors act as if they thought the Wiekedneſs was 
gone out of the Conſcience, as ſoon as it is out of 
the Practice. They will fay, the Fury is quickly 
over; but it is more than they know, that the Guilt 
is ſo. However, I only conſider this Crime as it oc- 
caſions another, and that is profane talking. And, 
what a dreadful Compoſition is here? Here's a Per- 
ſon tearing his fellow Creature, who has offended him; 
and carrying up his anger againſt the Lord, who has 
not. He fears not God; and he regards not an. 
When you begin with 2 Paſſion, you know not 


where it will end. Perhaps, here is one, who has 
provoked you; and is there no way of being juſt 


againſt im, without an Act of Injuſtice againſt the 
God, by whom you live ? Shall your Anger reach to 
Heaven? Will you take your Revenge on him, who 
has been always gracious, and long-ſuffermg. Set a 
Watch before your Mouth ; and guard the Door 
of your Lips. 2 2 

6. I am afraid, we may ſometimes conſider this 
Crime of Swearing, as the mark of a judicial Impe- 


nitency, that God has given 'em up to an hardneſs of 


Heart, by which they are pat feeling. When Per- 
ſons break through the Education that has held them 
1 £ | in, 

.* Tm mm. 0. + Jam. i. 26. 1 5 


N 


2 5 > 4 75 > 8 2 | a 1 1 7 7 * 4 * f 3 Ws! N WE. 
Ba Fl 4 N . ö * — Ss 
es 1 11 : ; N 3 8 "> Mi 
y * « * " . 1 5 3 2 © FM 
2 8 . 9 * 8 
* * 2 9 
- Sy 7 0 * ”, / ' F 38 *% £ 2 
. ö „ H> * 
, 3 4 1 
* o 8 : 7 2 
E , ER. 
2 
o 7 
Ws 


>. * 7 
3 * 
* KT 5 "og 
: 
o % 
>, a 
* .. 
"0 
- 3 4 
« 
* 
* 


EY R r 
SING * N 5 * 1 * e 5 "IP bt 55 
-* * - * & 1 # 2 


in, they run faſter than others: In Blaſphemies they 
are more abundant. They ſwear and curſe at an un- 
common rate. This caſe is figured out in an awful 
Parable : When the unclean Spirit goes out of a Man, 
he is empty, ſwept, and garniſhed ; but he takes to 
Himſelf ſever other Spirits more wicked than be. That 
is, there is ſome Reformation for a while; but the 
Relapſe of an awaken'd Sinner, or the Apoitacy of an 
hopeful Youth, looks like /#ver Spirits, inſtead of 
one. The latter End of that Man is worſe than his - 
Beginning. 'This may be conſidered as the Hand of 
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God againſt em two Ways: 
I. In Juſtice to them. 
2. In Mercy to others. 

1. Tis a righteous thing againſt them that have 
deſpiſed the Riches of his long-ſuffering. His Spirit 
will no more ſfribe with them. They have choſen an 
hardneſs of heart; and they ſhall have it. They 
have laughed at all the Impreſſions of divine Grace; 
and therefore, they ſhall have none of em. They have 
ſo long grieved the Spirit of God, that now he leaves 
*em to be ſealed up ; not to a day of Redemption, 
but to a day of Wrath, and the revelation of a righ- 

teous Judgment. 
22. "This is for the protection of good People. When 
Men receive not the Love of the Truth, they fall a 


_ _ 
_. 
_ 


wrangling about the Ge; and quickly throw off all 
regard for the Law. Whilſt they are diſputing againſt 
revealed Religion, God leaves em to be ſcandalous 
about what is natural. Swearers ſet up for Criticks. 
Drunkards are the Advocates of Liberty. Men of no 
Communion cry out againſt Impoſitions. They are 
more tender about Crzeds, and Catechiſms, than they 
are about "Temperance and Chaſtity. They will curſe 
for Charity ; and foam for Moderation ; throwing out 
every argument with a Flame; and ſealing it with an 
Oath. This is Free-thinking with a vengeance. They 
do not ſo much as come in ſheeps clothing. They are 
| | inwardly, 
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inwardly, nay, they are outwardly, ravening Wolves, * 
Surely the Schemes, that we have from theſe Cham 
pions, are not likely to make any great Impreſſion 
upon thoſe, who accuſtom themſelves to Words. 'of 
Truth and Soberneſs. We are not to be bullied out ß 
= our Religion, by a Company of Swearers, God lets 
he them be #nown, that they may be hated, | 3 
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of II. We are now to conſider, the tremendous, and * * 
his awful Reaſon, that is given for this Prohibition; he 


of Lord will not hold him guiltlefs, who takes his Name in 
1 vain. This he declares in the Thunder of his Power. 
And, O that we, who know the Terrors of the Lord, 
may perſuade Men; and may be manifeſt to every 
one's Conſcience in the ſight of God ! = 

Firſt, T1 would give you ſome Totens of the Divine 

Anger againſt Profane Swearers. _ 

Secondly, Vindicate this righteous Judgment againſt 

all the Contradictions of Sinners ; for yon may obſerve 
the extent, and force, of the Threatning. Though 
it is delivered in negative Terms, yet it does not ſigni- 
ty, either, | | 
I. Any diminution of the Crime; as if it was a 
meer indifference ; and that a Man may be guilty of 
it without much Impurity, or Danger. Nor, are we 
to underſtand by it, —_ 

2. An Indolence in God, as if it was beneath him 
to puniſk all the Excurſions of a rattling Tongue. He 
often lays out his Anger with a reſerve of Language, 
that carries in it more than is expreſſed. Thus, when 
he ſays, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in them; the 
meaning is not, that he throws himſelf into a Neutra- 
lity about them; as if he would neither do em good, 
nor harm. And ſo you are to take it here: The Lord's 
not holding him guiltleſs is an aſſurance, that he will 
find him guilty. His Sin goes beforehand unto 
Judgment. The Heavens hall reveal his Intquity ; and 
the Earth ſhall riſe up againſt 12 *. However, the man- 

| ner. 


Job xx. 27. 


26 Tie Sin ph A Didier ”". 
mier of delivering this Argument ſignifies, as we are 
told in the ſhorter Catechiſm ; that though the 
<< breakers of this Commandment may eſcape Puniſh- 
<< ment from Men; yet the Lord our God will not 
& ſuffer them to efcape his righteous Judgment.“ 
Here it may be inquired and objected; | 
How does it gppear, that the Lord will not hold 
them guiltleſs, that take his Name in vain ? They live 
with the ſame Proſperity and Comfort, that others do. 
It goes well with thoſe that dwell in their Tabernacles. 
As, is the Righteous ; ſo, is the Sinner; and he that 
fevears, as he that fears an Oath*, We can't pretend 
to give the full Number of thoſe Evils, that, he has 
laid up for theſe Sinners : The Thunder of his Power, 
2ho can underſtand? That which lies moſt open to your 
Notice, and therefore is moſt proper for your Convic- 
tion, I would bring under the following Heads. 

1. That a profane Swearer is one, who is totally loſt, 
as to all ſenſe of Cod; and is incapable of any Advantage 
in the Work of Religion: For, 

2. When he has got this length, he is given up to 
deſtroy the Form of Godlineſs ; and will either fall 
from his Profeſſion, or be /candalous to it. 

He is abominable in the Eyes of thoſe who have 
any Notion of Eternity upon their Minds. 

4. He is expoſed to the Contempt of all Mankind, 
as one no longer to be truſted : For a profane Oath is 
the high Road to a fa//e one. 

He is unguarded againſt all Tamdations ; ; every 
Wickedneſs may follow, when this has made the Way. 

6. It brings with it a ſeared Conſcience; an Heart that 

cannot repent. 
. This hurries him into Deſpair ; for tho? that 


may ſeem the moſt UTJL te to an Impenitency, it 1s 
not very diſtant from it. 


8. The great Reſerve of Anger is laid up in ano- 
_ World for thoſe, that are not pluck'd as Brands 


out 
* Eccl. K. . 
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he out of the Fire. You will eafily ſee, that moſt of 
i thefe Particulars are fram'd with a View to thoſe 

ot Swearers, who have had a religious Education. And 

2 it is a moſt affecting Cafe, which the Heavens may 
hear, and the Earth be aſtoniſhed at, that te Lord © 

21d has nouriſhed, and brought up Children; and they have 

ive rebelled againſt him *. The Families, where Prayer 

do. was wont to be made, are now the Seat of Mockers. 

es. Indeed, we have little hope of doing good to ſuch as 

hat theſe ; but, that we muſt leave to him who made em 

nd and can make his Sword approach unto *em. _— 

has 1. The Cafe of Swearers is the more dangerous, as 

er, it is a terrible Argument, that they are 4% to all Ac- 

dur quaintance with God. To the Wicked, the Lord 

ic- ſays, what haſt thou to do to declare my Statutes, or 

take my Covenant into thy Lips? Thou giveſt thy Mouth to 

oſt, Evil +. I am afraid, many will make a Jeſt of this; 

age for as they deſign to get no ſpiritual good, it is no 
damage to m/s of it. They can trifle away the Sab- 

to bath; and keep out of the Sound of the Goſpel. So 


fall that this is an Argument to which the Conſcience of 
many a Swearer is impenetrable. But, as this is a 
ave. Danger, it is my Duty to open it, whether you will 
hear, or whether you will forbear : To write it in Ta- 
nd, bles ;, and note it in a Book, that it may be for the 
L is time- to come, for ever and ever ; that they are re- 
bellious People, Hing Children, that will not hear the 
ery Law of the Lord. . | -_ 
ay. Conſider, what a dreadful State they muſt be ſunk 
that into, to all whom the Means of Grace are deadned. 
5 If our Goſpel is hid, tis hid to them that are boft |. 
that There's not a more terrible Judgment in all the Bible, 
t is than what the Holy Ghoſt ſpake by the mouth of 
2 the Prophet; Go, and make the Heart o this 
no- eople fat ** ; and clcſe their Eyes, that they may 
nds not be converted and healed. This may be the Doom 


* Iſa. i. 2. + Pal. i. 16. t Ifa. xxx. 8. 
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of many Profeſſors ; but it is certainly. true of a noto- 
rious Swearer. Nothing can do him any good, du- 
ring this practice. If ever a Sermon is bleſs'd to his 
Saul, there will be an immediate Reformation in his 
Tongue. He may be zealous for the Church, or make 
a noiſe about Liberty; but it is undeniable, that he 
who has no Fear of an Oath, has no Fear of God. It 
{iznifies nothing, what Party he belongs to: his Speech 
bewrays him. He is of his Father the Devil. Every 
thing he does in Religion hardens him; and eſpe- 
cially his receiving he Lord's Supper. The Guilt of 
obliging Swearers, 10 eat and drink Damnation to them- 
ſelves *, is that for which God will make inquiſition; 
and pcur Contempt upon thoſe, who have pleaded 
for the Eſtabl ſhment of that Iniguity by a Law, Such 
Thrones have no Fellowſhip with him. A profane 
Swearcr, is not only anſit for the Sacrament, but be- 
comes viler by it; and ripens faſter for Hell. If we 
may judge ct what enters into the Mouth, by what 
comes out of it, we may ſay of them, as it is ſaid of 
Judas, that Satan has taken a new poſſeſſion of em. 
And they may be ſuppoſed to eat, and drink Damna- 
tion, who bring it cut in every Sentence. | 

2. A Swearer will either give up the profeſſion he 
uſed to make, or continue it with a Plague to the 
Church, that he belongs to. The former of theſe 
is the moſt likely, and the moſt deſirable. It is the + 
Defign of Excommunication, that Men may learn not 
to blaſpheme. But the latter is what we have Exam- 
ples of. From the Prophets of 1/-az] Profaneneſs 
went out into all the Land. A Society ſhall always 
ſuffer by any publick Wickedneſs, which they conniue 
at, The plain Rule of the Goſpel is, to purge out 
the old Leaven. No Church can harbour a Swearer 
_ withBut a Scandal to itſelf. And though they may 
be puffed up in the Poſſeſſion of ſuch Members; yet 
that which gives 'em ſo little Care, will give them a 
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Swearing. 29 
155 great deal of Danger : for their Word will eat as a 
— Canker, or a Gangrene. At firſt, the Diſturbers of 


our Peace begin with Craftineſs, and lying Words; 
but the Diſguiſe goes off in time : and then, they 
are covetous, proud, Boaſters, Blaſphemers, Inventers of 
evil Things, unthankful, unholy, incontinent, fierce, de. 
ſpiſers of them that are good; Traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of Pleaſure more than lovers of God *, + 
They that overthrow the Faith of ſome, will incumber 
the Peace of all. They, who deny the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Fe/us Chrift, are called ungodly Men, 
raging Waves of the Sea, foaming out their own Shame Tr. 
After this, they are waniring Stars, and ſeparates =: 
themſelves, having not the Spirit. They are Mur- 
murers and Complainers. Hymeneus and Alexander. 
made ſhipwreck, not only of Faith, but a good 
Conſcience.” 1 8 
3. A Swearer becomes abominable to the ſerious 
part of the World. It is impoſſible, that a good 
Man ſhould hear an Oath without an inward Con- 
tempt of him that utters it. And though we often 
want Courage to /ay this, yet, in the Eye of every 
true Chriſtian, a vile Perſon is contemn'd t. Tis a 
ſtain upon the greateſt Parts, and the moſt agreeable - * 
Temper. How flat does the Character come off, 
that ſuch an one is a moſt ingenious Man, oblig= * 
ing, friendly, and of good behaviour; but in 
% every Sentence he takes a liberty of inſulting the 
4 God that made him?”” I fear, our Abhorrence 
cf theſe Ways is too much a Secret. We ought to 
be more open, and daring, in the Cauſe of God. 
And, perhaps, it might be ſome reſtraint upon a li- 
centious Tongue, if People knew, that thereby they + 
forfeit the Eſteem, and Confidence of thoſe that leve 
*em. Eſpecially, let us convince ſuch as are in pub- 
lick Places, that Popularity and Profaneneſs are in- 
_ conſiſtent. We ſhould not herd with thoſe, whom God 


| C 3 6 | abhors, 
®* 2 Tim, lt. 4. 5. + Jude 13, 16 8 
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abhors. And, can there be a greater Evidence of "or | 
abhorring them, than the perpetual Abhorrence which 
1 ſhew of him? 
4. A Swearer will be the Contempt of all Mankind. 
| © cannot but think, that a profane Oath is always re- 
Ceſived with a Diffidence. For my own part, I never 
hear a Swearer, but I ſuſpe& he is a Lyar ; becauſe 
Truth does not want a frivolous ſolemnity. And the 
Perſon who is not afraid to diſhonour a God, will 
never make any ſcruple of deceiving a Man. A pro- 
ane Oath will ſupple the Conſcience, and make it 
capable of an unfuſt one. When the Name of God 
is no more, than the Flouriſh of a filly Sentence, 
People will bring it in to cover their Fai/hood, as they 
do oo to ſet off their [mpertinence. Tis certainly 
deſirable to have ſo much Eſteem in the World, 
as to be capable of receiving, and doing Service to 
our Generation. But, if there is any Perſon, who 
draws upon himſelf an univerſal Hatred, and Suſ- 
picion, it muſt be a common Swearer. He puts it 
out of every one's power, either to heed him, or 
truſt him. | 
You ſee by the Nature of the Crime, that it 
draws the Contempt of Mankind upon thoſe, that 
are guilty : And, beſides this! the righteous Judg- 
ment of God helps it on. A Man, that hears you 
make a Jeſt of all that's ſacred, has no handle to 
believe you ; nothing to ſhow why he ſhould truſt 
ou. An Oath is for Confirmation +, and ſhould be the 
End of all Striſe: But, it cont be ſo, if you have 
no Reverence for the Name of him, by whom you 
| ſwear; as you muſt not be ſuppoſed to have, when 
| you toſs it cut with Paſſion and Vanity. Can I have 
any hold of that Perſon's Promiſes, when nothing 
| has any hold of his Conſcience ? Will he be faithful 
to me, who is fo frothy to God? No; the cement 
NEST the thing that ſhould give us a mutual 
3 Aſſurance 
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liveth, who made us this Saul &, I will not put thee to 
death. But, . 
. This may alſo be conſidered, as the righteous Judg- 


ment of God. He honours thoſe that honour him; 


but they that deſpiſe him, ſhall be /ghtly eſteemæd of 
him +, If his Name is contemptible to you, yours ſhall 
be ſo to the World. It may be ſaid of many a one, 


that he had formerly a Stock of Reputation, *till he 
ſwore it away. But, as he would not ſuffer you to 


hear him 2without an Oath, now you cannot believe 
him with it. We of this Nation ought to confider 
ſuch a caſe with horror, who are deſcended from 
People, that about a hundred years ago ruled with 
God, and were faithful with his Saints t. When they 
uſed the ſacred Name, as it was always with /olemnity, 
it was always with ſignificancy. What the 
theſe Occaſions was of weight with themſelves ; and, 
that made it to be ſo with all that heard *em. They 
delivered it with Reverence, and it was received th 
Confidence. When an Engli/h Commander has thought it 
neceflary, either in Words or Writing, to ſeal his Re- 


Spain and France to tremble. | 
know, that ſuch an one never took the Name of God 
in vain. 
Proſtitute. Even they, that ſee no harm in the Crime, 
will have a ſuſpicion of the Man. 


* Jer. XXXxviii, 16. _ + 1Samii, 30. Þ Hoſ. xi. 12. 
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Aſſurance in one another. Had Zedekiah, the King of 

8 been a profane Swearer, thoſe Words would 
ave paſſed for little with the Prophet; As the Lord 
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ſolutions with an Oath, he has made all the Power of 


N 


They were taught ta; 


But a profane Perſon has all the Air of a 
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8 ER M. O N III. 
8 \ Swearer is unguarded againſt all Temptations 


to any other Wickedneſs ; he is like a City, 
| that is broken down, and without Walls. 
You ſeldom ſee this Vice alone. It promotes the very 

Crimes, from whence it proceeds; and is both giving, 
and taking the ſame moment. If it is the Language 
of your Pride, and Vanity, it puts a new Strength into 
theſe Impurities: For the Man, who gives ſuch a vent 
to his Haughtineſs, will grow intolerable. He {ets his 
Mauth againſt the Heavens; and his Tongue walks over 
the Earth*. Swearing increaſes the Paſſion, by which 
it is produced. Every Sentence blows up the Flame ; 
and ſhows, that the Tongue is ſet on fire of Hell +. Peo- 
ple that ſuffer themſelves to take this Liberty, will 
find that it grows upon em. They will be expoſed 
to the worſt Company. A Swearer is fit for none, 
but thoſe that are fit for Hell. He muſt either be a 
Burden to others, or they to him. As Religion be- 
gins with the Fear of God, (Faith itſelf is moved with 
Fearft,) ſo a Man that has no Fear of God before his 
Eyes, will commit Iniquity with greedineſs. And, if 
they do not ſcruple an Act of Profaneneſs, they will 
ſcruple no Abomination, which they may go through 
without ſhame, or danger. *Tis the Language of 
Thieves, and Robbers ; of Highwaymen, and Mur- 
N ; and the whole train of Hell, that are yet upon 
earth. | 

6. Swearing is both the evidence, and the means of 
a ſeared Conſcience, and an Heart that cannot repent 
eſpecially in thoſe, whoſe Education had given them 
a better turn. When Praying was the work of a 


Parent, 
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Pꝛokane Swearing. 33 
Parent, and Curſing is that of the Child, there's a 
great change in that Family. They are free among 
the Dead; and ſuch as God remembreth no more. 
If a Man is a Drunkard, or a Fornicator, there may 


be ſomething left within him, to faſten a Reproof on. 1 


But, if with theſe he becomes a Swearer, his Heart 
will be like the nether Millſtone. How can you think, 
that he will have any regard to your Reproof, who 
has none to the Name of the Great God? You can 
tell him nothing that he does not know, and deſpiſe. 
He holds all your Arguments at defiance. 2 
7. This Iniquity above all others will throw People 
into deſpair. A Sin may be puniſhed by that againſt 
which it ſeems to be moſt defended. Covetouſneſs 
leads to Beggary. There is a withholding more than 
is meet, and it tendeth to Poverty. He, that makes 
haſte to be rich, ſhall not be innocent; and conſiders 
not, that Poverty ſball come upon him*. Gluttony brings 
People to loath dainty Food. Pride, and an haughty . 
Spirit go before a Fall. And though Swearing argues 
an intrepidity ; yet it oftentimes ends in a Deſpair. 
There's no Man upon Earth ſo likely to begin his 


Hell before he dies, as he that often w:/hes for Damna- 


tion before it comes. Perhaps, you have gone on for 
ſeveral Years, with a free courſe of Blaſphemy ; either, 
you /hall have a ſenſe of this Impiety, or you Hall 


ut. If you have not, you go blindfold into a World, 


that's all profane. If you have, what muſt you think 
of yourſelves, when you feel the Terrors of the Lord; 
and find that he is a jealous God, whom you have 


treated with a daily Scorn? Will you not conclude, 


that he is bound to puniſh you, who have ſo often dared 
him to do it? | | 
8. The great Reſerve of his Anger is for another 


World. Conſcience may be awaken'd in this Life; 5 


but it 2will be fo in the next. And as Hell is the Place 
of Torment, it's the place of Feeling. The Art of 
. hearing 

* Pf, 26. - 
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may carry off a thouſand, without any leiſure to 


Mouths have been uſed to a very different Expreſſion. 


as they have freely damn'd themſelves, the Great God 


heard, with two Words of Application. 


34 Ne Sin and Danger of 4 
hearing without applying; and turning off an Argu- 4 


Here's a Curſe gone over the Earth, and every one that 
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ment with a Sneer, will be all loſt, on the other ſide 
Death. There may be but a little time between ſwear-⸗ 
ing and dying. In this Language many have breathed 
out their Souls. The laſt Thing they fay is, to wi 
for Damnation; the firſt thing they meet with is, to 
receive it. This ought to be the concern of our Ar- 
mies, who are in jeopardy every hour. A few Moments 


* 
8 
8 


change their way of talking. It's not to be ſuppoſed, 
that they'll be capable of ſaying, God ſave me, whoſe. 


The Bullet comes in as the Curſe is going out. And 


takes them at their word. He, that being often re- 

proved, hardens his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and 

that without remedy *. 0 | 
Before I go any farther, let me review what you have 


I. See the forbearance and /ong-/uffering . 58 God, 
who endures with much patience the Veſſels of 
Wrath, that are fitted for Deſtruction. Becau/e 47 
Stuearing the Land mourns . The Earth is putrified, 
the Air is corrupted. Tis a ſcandal to our Nation. 


ſwears ſhall be cut off according to it fr. Tis the Infa- 
my of this Age, that ſuch Wretches go along the 
Streets, who were reſtrained in the /a/?. *Tis a ſign © 
that they, that work Wickedneſs, are ſet up, when they 
that tempt God (even to damn em) are delivered |. Why 
does not Providence rufh into the Quarrel ; and give 
'em what they call for? We can only ſay, he is God, 
and not Man ; and therefore does not return to exe- 
cute the fierceneſs of his Anger. 
2. How exceeding abundant muſt that Grace be, 
that among the vileſt of People, can make Veſſels 10 
. Honour ! 
r.. I Jer. Xxlll. 10. | Zech. v. 3· 
Mal. iii. 15. 
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Homour ! Such 1 of you +; but Je are waſhed, 1 9 


but ye are ſanctified, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. He waited many 
Years to be gracious: you were hen priſoners ß 
Hope, and nw you are plucked, as brands out f 
the Fire. Satan took it for granted, that you were b 
all his own. But your Experience is a living Argu- 

ment, that there's 4 /ironger than he, who has taken 
from him all his Armour wherein he truſted; and di- 

vided his Spoils. e 


Secondly, Upon this awful Subject, I won aſcribe 
Righteouſneſs to my Maker; and ſay, that the Fudg- 
ment of God is according to Truth, againſt them that do 
ſuch things. Juſt and right is he, who has told us, 
that he will not hold him guiltleſs, that takes his Name 
in vain. Upon this head, I ſhall lay before you the 


Vileneſs of the Crime itſelf; and the horrid mpurity 


of the Man, who commits it. 
1. A Swearer ſtrikes at the firſt Principles of all 


Religion, both natural and revealed, which is, that 


there is a God; and that he ought to be had in reve- 


_ renee. 


2. Hediſhonours this God without an provocation. . 

3. He does it in defiance of thoſe Threatnings, that 
are recorded in the Book of Life. 

4. He pours out the inward Contempt of his Soul. 


upon all that is ſacred. 1 
5. He deſtroys the ground of all mutual Confidence 4 


that Men have with one another. 

6. He fins without the Temptations of Profit or 
Pleaſure : And as he has /o/d himſelf to do evil, he is 
the cheapeſt Bargain that Satan has in all the world. 

7. This is the Iniquity of the Devils: And where 
can be the honour of ſinning after their faſhion ? 

8. Tis a Violence offered to a Man's own Con- | 
ſcience. 


9. Tis 


+ 1 Cor, vi. 11. 


e 


bes Sin 2 Dower 9 


1 . *Tis with a Scorn of the be/? human Laus, that 

Ve Ties upon Earth. And,. 4 

= 10. When ſuch as theſe diſpute againft Revelation, | 

bf it - fills up the Meaſure of their Iniquity ; and they Deus 

|, nauſeous both to God and Man. 

- Behold a Swearer in this light. Take your opinion | 

of him, not by the Cuſtom of a degenerate Age, but 
from the true Nature of Things. Though he bleſſes 
himſelf in his own Heart, and ſays, T ſhall have peace *; 

yet when God ſtretches out his Hand againſt him, 
and ftrikes him down with a ſudden Judgment, all 
Mankind are filled with an Awe, and think (if they do - 
not ſay it,) that he Lord is righteous ; he has given the 
Cup of Trembling to thoſe that are worthy. 

I. Here's a Wickedneſs, that demoliſhes the main 
Principle of all Religion ; "that God is fo be had in re- 
verence. This is undiſputed, even among the Heathen; 
for, what may be known of God is manifeſt in them Þ ; 
and it's at their peril, if they do not act according 
to it, and glorify him as God. Revelation alſo begins 
here. He that comes unto God muſt believe that he 1s 1. 
Nay, there's a full Argument of this in Hell. There 
they believe, and tremble ||. Now, by a Swearer theſe 
foundations are deſtroyed. The Principles that are 
owned in the very Chambers of Darkneſs paſs for 
nothing with him. In Forts he denies God; nay, 

he doewit in Fords. He is not content with the F olly 
of ſaying in his Heart, there's no God: but it's the. 

Sin of his Mouth; the Iniquity of his Lips he ſpeaks 
it aloud. We have a dread of an Atheiſt, a Man who 
goes about with cool and ſober Reaſoning againſt the 
uſual Sentiments of the World. He is regarded with 
horror. We look upon him as a Monſter 2 our, 
Nature, and an Enemy 79 it. And, can you think 

any better of a Swearer? The Difference between 7 

them is this: The one denies, what he does not 
believe; ; and the other Fe what he profeſſes. 

He 
be 88 + Rom. i. 19. t Heb. xi. 1 Jam. 11, * 


He has, delt to ; be wife; to do good: He hers # 
not Evil. If you try Men's Oi, by their Pratkite, 
which is the - faireſt way, 'you'cannot think that lie, 
who blaſphemes a God, does apprehend one .] 8 


he believe a Vengeance, who dares it upon his ] - 20 


Head, with familiar rag Side e. Who mate it 
bis Common Prayer? and begs for' it, as if it was for 


his dah Bread? Can he ſuppoſe” that God is if. 


finite, and tranſcendent above all, whom he uſes _ 
with a Rudeneſs, that he durſt not offer to his Equiz . Fo 
The fear of puniſhment, and the rules of decency; © | 
will oblige us to ſpeak of thoſe, WhO are but little 
above us, with reſpec, and caution. And, is it not 

a righteous thing with God, to let thoſe that 


him, feel, in earneſt, what they talk of in jet? 


Do but coinpare a Swearer with thoſe, that 9 


any Doubts about the lower Principles of Religion; 


ſuch an one delivers his objections with no- 
deſty, and ought to be heard with meekneſb. 
But, he that profanes the Name of God, ſtrikes at. 
every thing that's ſacred: And, he does it with ath4.” 
arrogance, that ſhows him to be triumphant over all” = 


' ſhame... And, can ſuch an one, if he is deſpis d, of 


puniſhed, pretend, that he ſuffers for Religion? If 
there is a God, he is loud! 7 call'd upon to vindicate 
his Glory: And we need not doubt, but he will 
do it. They, that deſpiſe his long-ſuffering, do not 


| eſcape his A] They only treaſure it up to the Day 
of Wrath *: For, when he comes in Clouds, every 
Eye ſhall ſee him; even they that have pierced him 


through with their bitter words; and all Kindreds of 8 
the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. 

2. A Swearer goes on to diſhonour the God, that 

has given him no provocation. He is angry without cauſe. 
This is uſually the Language of an uncontroul'd d 
Paſſion. But, why muſt it be directed againſt him, 
that has gone us 5 good, and 1 uh evil all our days? 9 


_— 


. Rev. I 7. 
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| L | Suppoſe e you are. injured, abus'd, and affronted; call 
& think yourſelf de ended in all the returns of anger; | 


| and contempt; yet why muſt a gracious God, who has 
lad no ſhare in the Provocation, have fo much in the 
| Reſentment? There's the utmoſt ingratitude in a 
| DSwearer, to the God, in whoſe hand his breath is. 
| Profane People do by the Gry of his Name, as 
Belſhazzar did ir thang Veſſels of his Houſe : they are 
firſt abus'd to Idolatry, and then to Luxury. And, no 
wonder that he who frites through Kings, in the day 
| of his wrath +, took his aim at that impudent * 
| © who loſt his Crown and his Life together. 
Leet a Swearer conſider the ba/enz/5 of his Soul, 
| who derides the hand, that has fed him all his life 
| long unto this day ; and uſes proſperity and fulneſs to 
the diſhonour of him that gave it. If a Man ſhould 
be ſo fantaſtical as to curſe his Enemies by the Earth, 
or Air, in which he breathes ; would not the World 
think him unworthy of a Place in either of em? And, 
yet the Caſe before us is equally vile, and equally ri- 
| diculous. . The God, whom you profane, is he, 
in whom you live, and move, and have your being J. 
He gives you Life, and Breath, and all things. Your 
Riches, Health, and Honour, come from him. And, 
tis pity, that he who is your Friend, ſhould be 
your Jeſt. 

A Swearer ſins in defiance of all the Threatnings 
that are recorded in the Book of God. He has Heard 
the Mords of the Curſe : and, yet bleſſes himſelf in his 
own heart. And, ſhail not the Lord be aveng'd on 


fach a Nation as this? Do but obſerve what's contained 
in a a þ ine Threatning. 


F, It's the voice cf a Lawgiver, and comes 
with a Sound of his Authority. He, that has a Right 


ne, aid to 4e . 


| 1 
+ Pal. . 5 T Ack. xVIi. 28. Jam iv. 12. 


to command, has alſo a Power to puniſh. He is ob 19 8 


| Profane Swe" 40 


— »Tis an Argument of his Holes, © Sin is 
the: abominable thing, that his Soul hate. 

-. Thirdly, *Tis the Lvidence of his Love, and 3 

We are warned concerning things not ſeen, as yet, to 

fly- from the Wrath to come. And, s 
Fourthly, Tis a Pledge laid in for the honour ap 

his Truth; and therefore the Execution will turn out 
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to his Glory. Now, a Swearer who deſpiſes the 4 | 


Terror of the Lord, throws his contempt upon all 
theſe Perfections. He values not God's Right of 
Empire, or Capacity of Vengeance. He laughs at his 
Law. He will venture his 7/rath. And, therefore 
the queftion whether ſuch an one ſhall be puniſhed is 

very little different from another, — God's 
Throne be a Reality, or his Government a Fiction. 
Tis abominable in a Preacher, if he ſays to thoſe 
that deſpiſe the Lord, they ſhall have peace: Becauſe 
God is of purer Eyes than to behald Iniquity f But a 
Swearer runs the hazard of all. He'll try whether the 
Holineſs of a Command, or the Blaſter of Atheiſm, 
ſhall get the better. And, if ſuch as theſe ſhould 
eſcape a righteous Vengeance; the Forbearance and 
Long- ſuffering of God, the Voice of his Indignation, 
and Anger, his Truth, his Purity, and his Power, 
will paſs for nothing. If he that Badens Hhimſelf a- 
gainſt the Almighty ſhouid proſper, no divine Attri- 
bute will ever again be exalted' in the high Praiſes of 
'the Saints, But to cut off all theſe vain and lazy 
Thoughts, we are told that God will be true, and every ' 


Man a Lyar g; as it the Conteſt wasbetween his Words ä 


and theirs. 


Let a Swearer bring! what be thinks into jadgrient 
againft what God ſzys. He is ready enough to tell 
you, that there's no harm in a frivolous Uſe of the 
Divine Name. The moſt that can be made of it is, 
that it is an haſty Word; and it argues a preciſe O- 
pimon, that wen {uid be danm'd for that which 
„ „ lA 5 ee ne 
+ Hab. 1 13. i Bo 


. a Breach of Charity to condemn them; and a Bre 
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1 does no hurt. * theſe — bes of rn 4 
Language they may in time get the length of placing | 


it among the Rights of human 3 and ſay, 1 i 


of Liberty to hinder them: that they act upon g 


rous Principles, and with a polite Behaviour. * | 


oppoſition to this, God has told us other things, in 
, all the Coptes of the Bible; and that in plain Decla- 
rations, without putting us to the toil of drawing it 
out by con/equence. The Text is eaſily underſtood. 
He 1will not bald him guiltleſs that "takes bis Name in vain. 
And the New Teſtament agrees with this Declaration 
of the Old. Our Lord has given us a Swearer in his 
natural Colours. O generation of vipers, how can ye, being 
evil, ſpeak good things? for out of the abundance 8 the 
Heart the Muth ſpeaketh. A good Man, n 
the good Treaſure of his Heart, 3 forth good 3 4; 
ond am evil Man, out of the on Treafure of himłleart, 
Fringeth forth evil things. And 1 fay unto you, that every 
idle Word, that Men ſhall ſpeak, t ey ſhall give an Account . 
thereof in the Day o 7 75 2 Ir, by Thy Won DS 
on 7 be ju Pe, and by thy 2 thou ſbalt be con- 
demned *. us ſays the Apoſtle, ſiuear not +, neither 
by Heaven, nor by *he Earth, neither any other Oath; 
leſt you come into Condemnation f. The Law, that is, 
the penal part of it, is made for the unholy and profane,” 
as well as thoſe Sinners that are of a more monſtrous 
kind, Murderers of Fathers, and Murderers of Mo- 


[5 thers, and Man-ſlayers, and perjur'd Perſons. The 


«queſtion now is, when the Judgment is ſet, and the 
Books are open'd, whether the Bible or the Imagina- 
tions you have exalted againſt it, ſhall be regarded 
with honour. The Vord of God, and the Thoughts 
of Men, are put in balance; and which do you think 
will be found wanting? 
4. The Swearer throws a Contempt on all that's facred, 
Commands, Promiſes, Threatnings, Doctrines, Hi- 
ſtories, and the whole eontents of the lively _C 
O 


Matt. xi. 34, 35, 36, 37. + Jam v. 12. 1 Tim. i. . 
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Pꝛofaue Swearing. 4. * 
To ſuch an one nothing is pure, but his Mid and Con- 
ſcience are defiled ij. The Seorn that he utters is volu- 
minous enough, and reaches every thing in Religion. 
Ordinances are either neglected, or derided. He 
turns his Thoughts from the Revelation of the Goſpel z; 
he ſets his Mouth again/? it. You will ſee the juſtice: 
of this Character, if you do but conſider the two 
ſorts of People under which the Swearers of our —_— 
may be ranged: either they are the ſtupid, carelels 
Creatures, that never hin of God but in a Cloud; 
and never falt of him but with an Oath; or they 
make ſome pretence to K79w/e4ge, though with no 
ſhow of Reverence. As to the former, the ragged 
Rabble, the numerous Herd who go on with un- 
bridled Tongues, the mark of Vengeance is plain 
upon them. Their Lips are dirtier than their Feet: 
they ſpeak more Filthinefs than they walk in. But, 
F alas! what do theſe know of God, his Word, his 
| Inſtitutions, his Promiſes, his great Salvation, the 
|. Immortality of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, 
and eternal Judgment? Theſe things are indeed of 
the greateſt importance to all human Nature; but truly 
ſuch Perſons think no more about em, than h Hor/e 
and the Mule, that have ns Under ſtandiug d. 
But there are Swearers of another ſort, who would 
? take it ill to be thrown into the heap of unthinking 
N Sinners; and, yet they have no diſtinction from the 
+ | reſt, but what's an Azgravarion. Aſk them if they be- 
| lievea G od, a Judgment, a World to come, a Re- 
| demption; the neceſſity of an Holineſs to be found in 
them, an d of a Righteouſneſs that muſt be imputed - 
| ta them; if they ſay, that this is their Opinion, ſuch 
: a Faith muſt all be dead in the mouth of a Swearer. 
But indeed the Infidelity of our Age is more uniform 
to itſelf; and, generally ſpeaking, they that profane 
the Name of God, profeſs no great Veneration for 


3 that 
+a Lnq. © Palm xxxii. . 


that of Jesus; but with c defjiteful minds they caſt i it 1 1 
| out for 2. prey. | 
A Swearer is an enemy to Mankind, Jeſtropind 
al mutual confidence, that we can have in one ano- 
ther. A Perſon that makes Yeracity uncertain, cr the 
ion that is owing to it impoſſible, is the plague 
of the World. He throws the Inhabitants of the 
Earth into a ſtate of endleſs Quarrel ; to be always 
hateful, and hating one anther. Ne, that profanes the 
Name of God, is an univerſa! Enemy, nd draws 
into him the two Characters of the Devil, that he is 
a Lyar, and a Murderer. | 
There are a thouſ:nd Caſes that make us depend on 
human Teſtimony ; and eſpecially when we are driven 
to the neceflity of an Oath. I will give e one, 
that may be a parallel to all the reſt, Eæod. xxii. 10, 
11. If a Man deliver to his Neighbour an Aſs, or 
an Ox, or any Beaſt to keep, and it die, or be hurt, 
or driven away, no Man being with it, then ſhall an 
Oath of the Lord be betrveen them, that he has not put 
his hand to his Neighbour's Goods; and He Owner 
Hall accept ther eof, and he ſhall not make it good. It 
is ſuppoſed that he that iwears will not dare to lay the 
Name of God upcn a Lye; that he is filled with an. 
awe of his Majeſty, and a dread of his Anger. And if 
the other Perſon takes %s for granted, there's an 
end of the Controverſy. Such a Teſtimony was equi- 
valent to ocular Evidence. But a this would paſs 
for nothing, if there was a ſuſpicion, that the Man 
had no reverence of God. Men fwear by a greater; 
phy one that's infinitely above them, and ſearches the 
Heart; and ſuch an Oath is for Confirmation. But I 
cannot be without my fears, that he who. ſpeaks of 
God | profanely, will do it deceitft uy. He, that pours. 
cut ſo many Oaths cott Book, is not to be regarded 
when he does it wth ove. Can you take the moſt 
ſolemn Declaration for « Pledge of Truth, or an Ap- 
peal to Heaven from him, who froths up his uſual 


talk 


Wear * "oy = 
talk AM thoſe Words, that are let apart to theſe 
great Occaſions? How can ſuch an one expect an 
Faith in Men, who has none in the Lord? How 
can he tall with integrity who /wzars at random: 

6. A Swearer fins without the leaſt Temptation of 
Profit or Pleafure.: as one of our antient N Ju 


well expreſs'd 1} I Fr 

Take not his Name; who made thy Eier in rains | 
It gets thee nothing, and has no excuſe. 3 

Luſt and Wine plead Pleaſure, Avarice Gain: A | 


But the cheap Stearer, thro' his open Sluice 
Lets his Soul run for naught, as little fearing 3 
Wers : an Epicure, { could bate ene 


The Drunkard and Glutton have the e ms 


of their Appetites, though at laſt it ſtings like a Ser- 
pent, and bites like an Adder. The covetous Man ſells. - 


his Soul for ſomething, though it is but little. But what 


Advantage has the Swearer? What Profit is there im + 
Profaneneſs? We are told of ſome People, who ell 
themſelves to the Devil; and they are always ſuppoled = 
to do it upon the conſideration of a preſent gain. "Bat 
the Swearer gives up himſelf 757 norhßing; as if he thought 
his Soul below a bargain. He is both Devil and 
Sinner. He excuſes the Tempter the trouble of laying 
a Snare, and rather chooſes to rr into it, than ſtay 
fer a call, This is making haſte to be vile, and ſinning 
with both hands greedily. One would think that ſuch 
a perſon im r there was ſomething amiable in 
Hell itſelf. Crime without a Temptation is a Crime 
without excu/e. Well may thoſe Tongues be dumb*& 
at God's Bar, who are now ſo loud againſt his Name. 


7. This is the Iniquity of the Devils. A Swyearer 25 


is in pain to act out of the ſphere of his own nature. 
We read of thoſe who dlaſphema God, becauſe: of 
Torments. The original d perfection of that work: 
is below. The Spirits in Priſon can only fin in ä 
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way ſuitable to themſelves. They cannot be cove- 


tous, or Drunkards, or Adulterers, but they are eter- 
nal Swearers. Cod is a Spirit, and as they that wor- 


ſbip him, do it in ſpirit; ſo do they that rebel againſt 


him. That State is the perfection of wickedneſs, 


as well as miſery. The Impurities of the Devils are 


the effect of a Pride that began in Heaven, and 
the Anguiſh they feel in Hell. Therefore think, O 
Swearer, who is thy Pattern. Thou haſt entred into 
the Pradie of the Devil, and his Angels; and thou 


thalt have thy Portion with them. Satan Jays his 
claim to many Sinners, becauſe they are his Tools. But 
he ſeizes thee as his Mimick, his Picture, his Image, 
his Offspring. Thou art growing fit, and making 
meet for the Regions of Darkneſs ; ripening for Hell, 


and practiſing before-hand what will keep thee doing 


for ever. 
8. Tis a Crime againſt all the voice of Conſcience... 
believe every Swearer is ſometimes afraid; a Re- 
proof turns him in upon himſelf; or an Affliction _ 
makes him feel. He knows what it is to groan, 
and tremble. He is betcrehand- with the final Judg- 
ment. He is a Law to himſelf; and has been already 
tried and caſt at his own Bar. Now, if our Hearts 
ccndemn us, God is greater than our Hearts, and 
knows all things. But, perhaps, Conſcience ſees it 
in vain to /þe2a#, and therefore reſerves it for a Day, 
when it will be heard. N 
9. This Sin is committed with a Defiance to the 

 bejt Laws in all the World. Thoſe Men that have 
made it penal were the Pillars of the Earth. The moſt 
uſeful Acts of Parliament are againſt this Iniquity. 
What an indignation are you filled with, when Peo- 
ple reproach ycur King, and abuſe the Liberty of 
your Country? They are Rebels, Malignants, I rai- 
tors, Incendiaries, and every thing that is vile. But 
is not all profane Language High-Treaſon againſt the 
King of Kings, aud Lord of Lords? And if a Nation 
falls 
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falls into ſuch 


whether Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are the only 


its way, when it gets into their Mouths, who have” 


are ſtrangers and enemies to the Pragice ? and the 
authentick evidence of a particular Text receive its 
doom from thoſe who know nothing of the Bible? 


to have its Reputation from thoſe, who ſay, there is: 


hands, it | 


ooks as if we were over- 
leſs Pit. Are not Swearers ſo many Devils dwelling 
in houſes of cy ? And, can our caſe be much better 
with thoſe, that blaſpheme a God, than with them, - 
who adore a 4 545 A profane Proteſſant is viler to 
me than a ſober Papi. _ e 

10. Swearing is the moſt proper to fill up the mea - 

ſure of their Iniquity, who are Diſputants againſt re- 
vealed Religion. They are likely indeed to determine, 


true God, who never call upon his Name in prayer; 
and never mention it but in blaſphemy. Humble, 
ſcrious Chriſtians are working out their Salvation with 
fear and trembling; and they talk of it with a dr Et 
Though their opinion is not the Rule and Standard 
of Truth; yet, it is. much that they ſhould miſtake” 

it, and the Chriſtian Doctrine be only known by tho 
who treat it with ſcorn. Orthcdoxy muſt have mils 


no occaſiom for it. That a Swearer ſhould be a Offs 
tick; and a Perſon who ſtifles the motions of a na- 
tural Conſcience, ſhould determine about the effectual 
Operations of the Spirit; is a. Sobheciſm in nature. 
Shalf the 04je of Worſhip be. adjuſted by thoſe who! 


Is the diſtinction of a ſupreme, and ſubcrdinate God, 


% God? Such People as theſe are meeting their: Ven- 
geance half way. They unite the Characters, that 
the Scriptures have diſtinguiſhed. - They know. not 
God; nor obey the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, and thall 
be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction from the” 


Lord, and the Glory of his Power. "Y 


SERMON 


2 


in them to do evil *, Inſtead of Enowing , 
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an Application, as it has been clear in Doctrine, 
. Firf, Give you a few general Deductions from it; 
and then, by a cloſer Attack upon the Conſcience, :- 
make myſelf manifeſt to every one in the ſight of God. 


. Though the Crime of profane Swearing is fo. 
great, yet it is no reproach upon the Patience of 
God, that he bears long with thoſe that are guilty. 
Indeed, they ſtretch out their hands againſt him : 
They are bold enough to deny his Being; and ta. 
dare his Power: But God lays not folly to them. 
And, - becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is not ſpeedily © 
executed, the Hearts of the Children of Men are fully 75 2 
at his 
Goodneſs ſhould: lead them to Repentance, they ra- 
ther make it a means for their Impenitence. This 
has been a Stumbling-Block, and 4 fore Evil to many 


good Men; that profane Sinners ſhould defy the © 


Almighty with courage; and ſeem to come off with | 
victory. Job was afraid; and zrembling tot hold of 
his Flaſb t, becauſe the Rod of God was not upon 
them. The Pſalmiſt was pricted in his Reins, when 
they were nat in Trouble as gather Men |, It became 


unwieldy to his Reaſcn, When he thought to 4nme- 


this, it was too painful for him. The Prophet YJere- 


mib feels himſelf in the like Agonies, when he pleads 


with God about his righteous Fu igments : Therefore . 
Es does 


Ecccl. viii. 2. + Rom. ii. 4. 4 Job xxi 7. 


Pal. baxiii. 16. 


„ 
1 


theſe Complaints, which they delivered in the bitter. 


neſs of their Souls, that though the Trial is common, 
ir is no leſs grievous. What the Scripture ſays of it 
is in a very general way; that he is God, and t 
Man, the Holy One of Iſeuel in the midſt of his 
People; and therefore does not execute the fierce - 


neſs of his Anger. And, again; What if God; 
willing to make his Power. S +, thus endures them 


with much long-ſuffering? As his ways of mercy 
are above ours, ſo are thoſe of his juſtice. His Judg- 
menis are a great deep f. But, however, he will - 
fetch a Glory from the very Clouds and Dark- 


neſs, that are ound about him: And the Wrath 
of Man, that is now ſo liberal in curſing him, will 
praiſe him. For, by 


2. This. is a Witneſs given to the future Nut- N 


ment. If there are no Retributions now, you 


be aſſured, there's the more in reſerve; for the Het X 


Vens ſhall arne His Righteouſneſs ; - and 217 Men Ball a : 
ſee his Glory |. As Unbelief gives a wrong turn to 


every thing that happens, ſo Faith can make the 
beſt of it. When a Sinner is cut off reeking in his 
Luſt, and railing in his Oaths, it's a loud peal of 


Argument in the Ears of all that hear it; ſo that - 


Mean ſhall ſay, verily he is a God, that judgeth in the 


Harth ++. On the other hand, when there is an 
Indolence in his providential Wrath; and Sinners go 


on with an Impunity, Solomon made this to be the 
ground of a juſt concluſion : I ſaw the place of 
Righteouſneſs, that Wickedneſs was there, and the 
place of Judgment, that Iniquity was there : But he 
does not ſay on that account, the Lord hath forſaken 
the Earth: Or, where is the Ged of Judgment? No; 
but thence he S and Jay in his wage _—_ Oo 
{MF 0 xii. 1. + "I i. 22 4 Pal XXXV1, 6. 
0 PRE L- ©: ++ Pal. Ivii. 11 : be 


e „ 
der the way the Witte 1 priſper * Therefore are they 
all happy, that deal very treacherouſfly *-? Tou ſee by 
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fall judge the Righteous, and the Wicket: for thre id 
time for every purpoſe, and to every Work *. Swohrers 
may go on, and make a jeſt of the Divine Patience; i 
but they get nothing by it. They only treaſure wy | 
to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, andes 
the Revelation of the righteous Judgment of k 
Where you may obſerve, Hirt, There is a Treaſure © 
of Mrath; and they are throwing into the Stock by | 
every Oath that they ſwear. Secondly, This is laid / 
up againſt the Day of Mrath; a Day that is devoted tq 
it, and ſet apart for it. And, Thirdly, there will ba 
a Rædelation of that righteous Judgment that is noi. 
2 Secret. | | RE WL 
3. From hence we may conclude, that all the pro- 
_  ceedings of that Day will be clear. Sinners ſhall have 
Experience inſtead of Argument. Ve are ſure that 
the Fudgment of God is according to Truth againſt them 
that commit ſuch Things. And thinkeſt thou, O Man, 
uh judge/? them that do ſuch things, and doſt the ſame, 
mut thou ſhalt ejcape the righteous Fudgment of God +? 
The #7re that goes before him will convince, as welt 
as conſume ; and the Proſperity of theſe Fools will 
deſtroy them. What a damp muſt it be to the rich 


Man in Hell, who begged for a drop of Water, to 
be told, that in Hs * he had recerved his god 
things ? He had fared deliciouſly, blaſphemed pro- 
fanely, till his Sin, and his Soul, are required to- 
gether ; and as he lived a Rake, he died a Fool. Hig 
Miferies came upon him all at once. It is a ſad woe 
cg rich Men, that they have received their Conſola- 
L tion. A Swearer has a thouſand times ſlipped through 
the human Laws : But he may look for long arrears 
of Juſtice. God has given us the true State of his 
Caſe : 5 things thou haſt done, and I kept filence : 
Thou theughte/? that I was altogether ſuch an one as thy ' 
felf : But I will reprove thee ; and ſet them in order 
before thine Eyes ]. Becauſe they have no changes, 
*Ecel viii, 10. + Rom. ii. 2,3. J Luke xvi. 25. [| Pal. I. 21. 
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they fear not God : But this is only to laſt for a 


while; for they are caſt down in a moment; - cM 
Calamity comes ſuddenly, and they are broken with= 
out remedy... „% de 
4. Here's an Inſinuation, that even in this Life, 
God may reſcue his Name from the contempt» of 
Sinners; and ſhow the World, that he will not hold tem ⁵ 
guiltleſs that take it in vain. *Tis true, theſe Judga - 
ments are not ſo frequent, as the narrowneſs of our - + 
Thoughts is apt to expect. We ſay; Why is a Swearer 
ſuffered to poiſon the Air ; and breathe out nothing 
but Fire and Brimſtone, from the bottomleſs Pit ? 
Why isnot that Mouth ſtopt with Vengeance, which 
is ſo often opened in Blaſphemy ? But, as the Judge 
of all the Earth will do Right, he is not to be hurried 
into theſe Executions, by methods of our contriving. 
And, it will be to his Glory, to have it ſaid ; that he 
gave them ſpace to repent, even though they repented not. 
Nevertheleſs, the World is not without Examples 
of his being a /wi/t Witneſ upon Earth. With this 
i | - expedition he proceeded againſt the Fews. Mbit 
* the Fleſh was between their Teeth, the Plague was boil- 
h ing up in their Blood. And thus very often, when 


0 an Oath is upon the Tongue of a Sinner, he is choak- 
4 ed in a moment. The laſt thing he ſays in this World, 
- | agrees with the firſt that he hears in the next; cur- 
KG ſing, howling, and gnaſhing of teeth. Theſe Judg- 
I ments are indeed God's /frange Work ; which makes 


e | the Scoffers of the laſt Day ſay ; J/here is the Promiſe - 
B of his Coming * ? Like thoſe of old, who drew Iniquity 
h with Cords of V =, 7 and ſinned as it were with a 
s | Cart-rope: ſaying, Let him mate ſpecd, and haſten his 
is Mort, that we may ſee it; and let the Counſel of the 
: Holy One of Iſrael draw nigh, and come, that we ma 
„  #ww it f. But, how often is the Candle of the Wi. 
ked put out? and God diſtributes to them Sorrows 
in his anger? They that will not tate an Example, 
E ſhalj 


* 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. + Iſa. v. 18, 19. 


"I ſhall be one. | Nebuchadnezzar had fair warning alen 
E: bim by Daniel. But, though the Dream troubled 
1 him, the Interpretation, that ought to have done it j 
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more, dies away from his Memory. It is above a 
Year after he heard ir, that he comes to el it. And, 
when he is ſpreading himfelf out with Haughtineſs, 
and Cruelty, how dreadful muſt the Clap of that 
Voice from Heaven be, O Nebuchadnezzar, to thee 
it is ſpoken, the Kingdom is departed from thee * ! Inſtead 
of being flattered as a God, he is turned out from 
Men as a Beaſt. His Grandſon Belſpazzar hardened 
his Heart, though he Fnew all this +. He is ſporting 
and drinking, *till the Night of his Debauchery is that 
of his Death. And, thus for the Sin of his Lips , and 
the Imguity of his Mouth, he is taken in his Pride, 
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and for curſing and lying that he ſpake. But, I will 


90 no farther in a diſtant Application. I ſhall now 


eliver myſelf in a more practical Form, to two Sorts 


of People. 


Firſt, Thoſe that are guilty of taking God's Name 
in vain. . . 


Secondly, Thoſe that are innocent and upright trom 
this great Tranſgreſſion. : 


Firft, I may ſuppoſe the guilty to be of three ſorts, 
1. Some began very early with this Crime, and 
never made a ſtop to think about it. Little Children 


learn to ſwear as ſoon as they learn to ſpeak. When 


Nehemiah heard the young Jews talk half the Language 
of Aſhdod, and half the Language of Canaan, he curs'd 


them ; that is, their Parents: as appears by his pluck- 


ing off their Beards. But what is it, to our hearin 
them ſpeak altogether the Language of Hell? Alas! 
they are entered into ſuch an Education from their 


birth; 


Dan iv. 31. + ch. v. 18. f Pal. lix. 12. | Neb. 
XIII. 24» | Wn 
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matter. 5 
2. There are others, who know it is vile; but 
they act in Practice, as ſeveral do about Datirines e 

They do not deny the Truth, but the Importance; bß 

which their Profeſſion becomes a thing of nought. 

Theſe are farther off from Repentance than the wther. 

They have altogether broke the Yoke, and burſt the Bands; © 

| They'll. excuſe with a Smile, what they cannot- de- 

8 fend by an Argument. Whereas, he that keeps the 
Commandment, keeps his own Soul: But he that dd. 
 ſhiſes his way /hall die. They are not ſo ignorant as 
the former; but are a hundred times more guilty, 
The ſwearing of a poor, ſtupid Creature, who can 
hardly talk a word of ſenſe, is rather contemptible; 
than dangerous. But among thoſe, who are gong 
inſtructed, one Sinner deſtroys much good. 

3. I fear there are ſeveral, who have had the en. 
ample and admonition of ſerious Parents; and yet 
have no regard to either. Theſe are beforehand with 
all the Arguments, that I can uſe. They deſpiſe 

them, and ſet them at nought. Talk to them about 
the Zeal of their Fathers; and the Reputation that 
ſhone through it; put them in mind of former Con- 
victions; lay before them the Principles of Con- 
ſcience ; theſe are Bands, that they have broke afun-. 
der, and Cords, that they have caſt away from them. . 

They are aſhamed of their Glory; and glory in their 

Shame. What we call the Nurture, and W 

of the Lord, they reckon a narrowneſs of Education. 

It is well if their Wound is not incurable; and 'what 

refuſes to be healed. | have ſeveral times hinted at 

what I have five hundred times obſerved, that God 
leaves thoſe People to groſs Defects in natural Reli- 
gion, who are enemies againſt his Revelation. How- : 
ever, divine Grace can do any thing. And, with a2 


view to this, I ſhall lay before them a few Heads of 
Exhortation. | 
E 2 1. Begin 
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. Begin with à ſincere and bitter humilistief 
Search, and try your ways; and turn unto the Lord *. 
What have you been doing for ſo many years? What 

a multitude of drunken, paſſionate Oaths, have come 
out of your lips, which are all noted down in the 
Book of Remembrance ? Think over the evil of your 
Words: Chafe it upon your Minds; and wonder that 
God has not damn'd your Blood, as you have ſo often 
dared him to do it. Indeed, this is bitter work: 
But, you muſt either have it on Earth, or in Hell. 
And in this World a godly Sorrow works a Repentance, 
never to be repented of. | | 7 
2. Immediately break off the Company, that have 
eninared you into this vile cuſtom. Tis dangerous 
to hear, what it is criminal to Dat. The Practice in- 
finuates, and winds itſelf into you by degrees. The 
firſt ſound of an Oath gives a Terror In a little while 
it becomes an Indiſference; and then a Delight. If 
you cannot cure a Swearer, be ſure to leave him; that 
you do not learn of his ways, and get a Snare to 
your Souls. When one of a ſober Education can re- 
peat thoſe Stories with a guſt, where the Wit turns 
upon an Oath, I always fear, that Man's Fancy has 
got the better of his Conſcience. 

3. Be more in the converſation of ſober, ſerious 
People: And, if the Righteous ſmite you, eſteem it 
as a kindneſs : It is an excellent Oil ut, that will not break 
" your Head. I hope you may have wit without this + 

Impiety ; and find true, good Senſe among thoſe, 

that hate this vile language; and ſuffer no corrupt 

Communication to come out of their mouth. Cer- 

tainly you may be pleaſant, without being profane. 

An Oath is no part of eloquence ; and gives no reliſh 

to converſation. If ſome that I know would but 
change their Company, they wculd find what a long 
miſtake they have lived in : That mirth and Jaughter 
are not to be ſupported by driving away the 2 
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of another World. Thoſe People have the trueſt en- A ; 


joyment of one another, and make their acquaintance 


_ chearful, where the Name of God is never profaned z. 
and his Creatures never abuſed. Swearing is a rattling - - 
Impertinence ; and muſt be nauſeous to People of © 


learning, and good manners.  *TFis fit for none but 


the Off-ſ:ouring of the Earth, and the Filth of all. 


things. Tis a Maxim of the Devil, which he au 
ſtampt upon the World, that when People begin to 

be ſerious, they begin to be melancholy. There is 
not a more notorious Lye that he ever ſpake : And 
yet, this one Fal/þood has deftroy'd its thouſands. In 
perſuading you to break off your evil Company, I 


| ſhould think the Exhortation very imperfect, if I did 


not direct you to make choice of what is better; for 


a reſerved 'Pemper, and a recluſe Life are the moſt en- 


ſnaring of any thing in the World. 
4. Guard againſt the other Sins that have betray „d 
u into this; whether it be drunkenneſs or — 
| Theſe are oftentimes pleaded as an Excuſe for ſwear- 
ing : But that's a ſtrange way of arguing, that two 


Crimes ſhould be leſs provoking than one; or that a 
Man ſhould have leſs of the Devil, becauſe he has 


more of the Brute. 
. Read over the Word of God ; and charge your 
Memories with whatever you ſee there, as your Guide, 


or your Guard. David ſays, my Heart ſtands in awe 


of thy Word. Think over the Commands, the Pro- 


miſes, the Threatnings, and the Examples, that zelate 


to profane Swearing. Roll them in your minds, as a 
Preſervative againſt the grand Infection. of the Age 
we live in. Above all things, my Brethren, fwear not *, 


6. Preſerve a Reverence for the Doctrines of the 


Goſpel. When-ever People are prevailed on to de 4 
 Myfteries, they are not far from being profane. 


though ſome have laid it down as a Maxim, that 


where M yſtery comes in, Religion goes out; I ſhould 
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rather fear, that when Myſtery goes out from the Pulpit, 


1 
* 
: & 
Wo. * 
. 
RNS 


7 A 
y 1 T 
* 
o 1 V 1 
= 81 
1 
— 


_ 
=_ 
"3. 
1 4 1 


3 
. 8 


— . . 


<< wo KHK 
* * * 
1 
4 J% 


" = - * 5 
* — . — 41155 
> * | of 
. 1 


mt. hs * "4 
— 
+ 


2 * n * - * l . 
: 444 $644", x6 F , v my 
N . * >. 2 COST " . 4 
* * 
"4 : © * Wo. K ia N 4 . , d 
ao? 4 : 
o * 


Stoearing comes into the Aſſembly. It's not the firſt 
time that a Man, who denied the Lord that bought him, 


went on o curſe and ſibear *. But, when God ſends 


his Miniſters with Redemption to his People, then 


holy and reverend is his Name +. The ſtyle of Free- 
thinkers is very well known among us. 5 


| 7: Recommend yourſelves to the influence and pro- 
tectlo 


n of the Holy Spirit. Call in the Aids of re- 
ſtraining, ſanctifying, and quickning Grace. Who 
knows, but Swearers may come in among the mo-- 
numents of divine Love, and be the Trophies of an 
almighty Arm? Let none of us go out in our own + 
ſtrength. Peter little thought, that he ſhould haye 
denied his Lord and Maſter ; and much leſs that he 
ſhould profane the Name of his God. is likely, 
that he never knew, what curſing and ſwearing was 
before that day. And we have need to take the cau- 
tion, that our Lord gave, with a view to that Man's 
danger; Watch, and pray, that ye enter not into temp= © 
tation. Make that your pctition to him, which he 
has made his advice to you; Set a watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my mouth t. and thus you will be mere and more 


conformed to Chri/t, who had Grace poured into his 


lips. Theſe Rules I recommend to your care, and 
God's bleſſing; and ſhall only inforce them by three 
Arguments, that I have not mentioned before: | 
1. Here's a Crime that may be ſpared without any 
loſs of reputation. No man upon earth will think 
the worſe of you for the want of it. And though 
many reckon it no fault, yet no one ever thought 
the not having it was a deſect. You will certainly 


be odious to the better part of Mankind; and you 


are never the more welcome to the 2b. It can- 
not paſs for a Beauty. Some People are admired, 
for what may be called their Covetouſneſs. Men will 
praiſe thee, when thou deft well to thy felf |. Others 

. | 2 may 


* Matt xxv. 74. + Plat. cxi, 9. 4 Pal, edi. 3. || Plal. 
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may be flattered in their Pride, and Vanity. Senſua- 
lity recommends you to the Eſteem of Mr 
and riotous Eaters of Fleſh. But Profaneneſs | is univer- p 
ſally abhorred ; and the Perſons that are more gu * 
than yourſelves will i in en be ready to call you, 
probates. 3 

2. This Sin will grow upon you more than an 
other. Old Age gives a turn to the courſe of our 
Iniquities. What was your pleaſure in the warmth” 
of blood, and the fluſh of ſpirits, becomes an indif- 
ference afterwards. Men are often cured of their 
Senſuality, not by Grace, but by Nature. We read 
of youthful Lufts ; ; which ſuppoſes that the 7 are _ 
prevalent in that part of life. But if Swearing 
your days, tis likely to che them. Tis the Sin of 
many who are bowing down for very Age : and 80 
tottering, creeping, and curſing into their graves. 
3. *Tis like to be your eternal Language. Hell 
itſelf does not cure it. They blaſpheme the Name 6 a 
God, who has power over their Plagues *. The Lu 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of 
Life, are all at an end, when you die. But you wil! 
be Stwearers for ever. He that is unholy, will be un- 
holy ſtill. ; 5 

Secondly, The other branch of my Exhortation is * 
directed to ſuch as either the grace or the providence 
of God has kept innocent and upright from the great 
Tranſgreſſion. They have not ſtood in the way of Sin- 
ners, or fat in the ſeat of the Scornful. That I ma 
give you the particulars of your Duty, with ſome al. | 
tinction, I will place them under two heads. 

1. Your Carriage to them that are guilty. 

2. Your Acknowledgment to him, that has kept : 
you clear. | 

I. How muſt we behave to thoſe, who _take the 2 
Name of God in vain? That we may not ken 3 

ers 


7 Rev, xvi. 11. 
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pure? The Laws of our Land have made it criminal 
and penal for any Perſon to curfe and ſwear profane- 
ly; who may be convicted by a fingle Witneſs. And 


certainly every Chriſtian deſires to know, what the 
Lord requires of him. | 


1. Tis one great part of our _— not to walk 
with Toicked men out of choice or affection. David, 
who had more Temptations than any of us, would 
not fit with vain Perſons, nor go in with Diſſemblers. 
He bated the Congregation of Evil-doers, and the Workers 
of Iniquity . I am not ſpeaking of your Affairs in 

rade, which obliges you to ſuch Company. The 
Apoſtle has determin'd this point with all the plain- 
neſs that can be deſired. I wrote to you not to keep 


company with Fornicators, yet not altogether with the 


Fornicators of this I/orld; nor with the Covetous, or 
Extortioners, or Adulterers : for then you muſt needs 
go out of the World +. Religion ſuppoſes we are not got 
aut of the World; and therefore directs our behaviour 
whilit we are in it. To be blameleſs and harmleſs, as 
the Sons of God, in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
generation t. My Exhortation does not oppoſe itſelf to 
any neceſſity, that Providence ſhall lay you under. 
You may be among Swearers, and yet Hate theſe, that 
hate God, and be grieved with thoſe, that riſe up 
againſt him. ” ; 

But your choice of their Company, without any 


Attempt to make them better, will be an hardning 


of them, and an hazard to yourſelves. You chuſe 
your Aſſociates in this World, with whom you are to 
have your Eternity in another. I don't diſſuade Perſons 


from converſing with theſe Sinners ; becauſe I know 


from many an Obſervation, that the preſence of ſome 


that hate this Vice, has kept hem in, who are guilty. 
And I cannot tell but God may bleſs a wiſe Reproof, 
and place it upon an obedient Ear. I have ſeldom 
2 | | „ Jer 
Pal. vi. 4. + 1 Cor. v.g, 10. 4 Phil. ii 15. | Pfal. 139.21 
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met with any, who pretend to give it a Vindication. 
And therefore I fear, the Reaſon why ſeveral People 
have Courage to Fend, is becauſe ' we have not cou- 
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1 * 
1 e 2 * 
1 * 
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rage to rebuke em. If you have no hope of making 


an Impreſſion upon them, it is certainly your Duty 


to have done with them; that as there is no proſpect of 


d:ing Good, there may be no danger of getting Harm. 
It is no ſmall part of the Converſation that becomes the 
Goſpel, that our choſen, and delightful Acquaintance 
be ſuch as fear the Lord. ; 


2. We ſhould always carry along with us a Reſo- 


lution not to ſuffer a Reproach upon the Name of God, 
if it is in our power to prevent it. Every Believer is 
liſted into the Service of his Lord; and ſhould be 
zealous for the Honour of him, who has choſen him to 
be a Soldier. If this was our Principle, and this our 
Maxim, we ſhould not be ſo deficient, as a timorous, 


baſhful, and ſelfiſh Temper does often make us. The 
Man that loves his King, and the Laws of his Country, 


will not bear the Inſult of an Enemy upon either of 
them. *Tis a Point of Honour with him, not to be- 
ſilent ; and, eſpecially, if he is obliged by a Poſt of 
'Truſt, or Favour. If he eats the King's Bread, or 
has an Office under him, it betrays a narrownels of 
Soul, to ſuffer any indecent Language upon his Ma- 
ſter. This is our yu Caſe. Has not God given us 


Bread to eat? Is not he thy Life, and the Length cf 


thy Days? Have we not lift up our Hands to him? 


And ſhall we be patient, when a Creator, a Friend, 


a Father, and a Lord, are inſulted by a rattling noiſy 
Fool? *Tis a fign, that we have more of an earthly, 
than an heavenly Loyalty, and are ſooner touched at 


an Offence againſt a Man, that ſball die, than thoſe di- 


rected againſt the King, eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 


only wiſe God x. 
4: Ih 


ough it is very hard to tell what is the moſt N 
prudent, and likely Way to rebuke a Swearer; yet 


it 
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it muſt not be totally neglected. It is a dreadful Chatac rm 


e 


given of him, who is Partner with a Thief, that he 


wrongs his own Soul: But the great Article of his 
Guilt and Danger is, that he hears curſing and beror 
it not. As if there was ſomething viler in concealing 
an Oath, than in receiving ſtolen Goods. The Scrip- 
ture has left a great deal to the Determination of that 
Wiſdom, that is profitable to direct; and therefore 
every one of us, who lacks this Wiſdom ſhould 4/4 
it of God; that he may ſhow us how to act, when 
the Wicked are before us. Something muſt be done, 
either in Pity to the Sinner, or in a Zeal for our 


Maker. I will therefore go on by degrees, and in- 


quire what the Scripture has told us about our Duty. 


Of fome we are to have Compaſſion, making a difference. 
Others to ſave with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire. 


4. The Caſe is very clear, how we ſhould deal 
with thoſe, who deſpiſe what we ſay. Rebuke not a 
Scorner, leſt he hate thee ; Reprove a wiſe Man, and he 
will love thee +. It is obſerved of Abigail, that whilſt 
Nabal was drunk, ſhe told him nothing either leſs or 
more, *till the Wine was got out of ane 7; Chriſt 
himſelf, who regarded not the Perſons of Men, or 
feared the Face of any, has bid us not to give that 
which is holy unto Dogs | ; nor caſt out Pearls before 
Swine ; leſt they trample them under their Feet, and 
turn again and rend us. The danger is, that thefe 
vile People will grow more outragious ; and fo, ins 


ſtead of diminiſhing, we ſhall multiply Tranſgrefſions 


among Men. They will revenge themſelves upon 1e, 
by pouring out a more copious Indignation on the 
me of God. When this appears to be the Cafe; 
and we are convinced, that there is no Proſpect of 
doing any good; it would be a fort of debaſing the 
Exhortation, to uſe it any longer. But. 
5. If it does fo, we ought to ſhew the ſame con- 
tempt of them, that they do of God; and let an in- 
7 85 | | „„ enable 
#* Jude 22. + Prov. ix 8. 4 Mat. vii. 6. 
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+ || corable-Shiner fee, that he is to_us-#he ＋ . Mr. 
It is fad both of David and of Chriſt, The Zeal of 
ine Houſe hath eaten me up; and the Reproathes of 
en that reproached thee, are fallen upon me f. And 
8 if profane Perſons will ſpeak ill of me, I take it for 
= | an Honour, that my Name ſuffers with that of my 
t 
e 
* 

n 
'2 
| 

* 


Creator. This may be a means to humble and awake 
them. And if it be not, it will paſs among the | 
_ Teſtimonies we give to the Honour of our God. If 
we are not aſhamed of them, it looks as if we 
were aſhamed of him. We are told at large; and 
the Obſervation reaches to all Caſes, that he who 
deſpiſes Reproof is brutiſh, Treat them as Brutes, 
: as People that act below the Dignity of Human 
. Nature. | 3 1 
When a Man noglects his Buſineſs, and runs on 
1 with violence to his own deſtruction, if you cannot re- 
2 | claim him, but he inſults, and diſdains you, you | 
„ let him alone, to be inſtructed by feeling. And, if 
t this proves a breach of Friendſhip, that you are hated 
+ | for your Kindneſs, it is time to have done with ſuck 
nan one. And ſoit is here: That Man's Company is not 
* 
44 
e 
d 
e 
* 
75 


worth having, who blaſbhemes the worthy Name by which 
you are called tf. He may have other Endearments, but 
this makes em all unfavoury. You would not be 
intimate with the beſt Scholar in the World, who is 
always railing at your Father, or your King. Theſe 
Ingredients would ſpoil the whole Converſation. And, 
will you thus reguite the Lord, who has bought you ; and 
- | ſuffer him to be inſulted by every noiſy Fool, who 
* ſwears only to fi/l his Nonſenſe, and to empty his A- 
theiſm? For what a vile abundance muſt there be in 
＋ that Heart, out of which ſuch a Mouth ſpeaxkets ) 
@ 6. I would not have you take it for granted, that e- 
| very Swearer will deſpiſe your Reproof, without trying. - 
5 My Reaſon is; Becauſe I] have been oftentimes : | 
. happily deceived; and have met with Grutituae, 


-+ Plal. Irix. 9. t Jam. i. 5. 
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| to charge myſelf with Cowardice, than thoſe, Whom J 
| have been amongſt, with Reluctance. In ſhowing a, 
Sinner the error of his way, we are doing the Lord's 
Mort, and may expect his Bleſſing. He, that hag 
directed the Means, can give the Succe/s. I have ſeen IN 
a Swearer ſo alarm'd at a gentle Rebuke, as if he was 
ſtruck with a Clap of Thunder. We ought not to 
. deſpair ſo haſtily, as we are apt to do: For, you tell 
the Man the very ſame, that his own Conſcience has 
told him many a time. *Tis not like arguing againſt 
a falſe Opinion, where there muſt be abundance of- 
pains, to diſſolve the wrong way of thinking, that 
| a Perſon has got into. No: There's 4 Spirit within 
him, on your ſide. And, if he is not a flupid Wretch, 
he will ſcarce have the Courage to be a Gain-/ayer. 
There is ſomething ſo vile in the Practice of Swear- 
ing, that there may be a Shame without the Fear of 
God. How impertinent is it to have 2b great Hords 
in every Sentence, that ſignify nothing at all? And 
though they take up ſo much of the Sound, have no 
part of the Senſe ] Tis no better than rattling, and 
bawling in Company, when People lengthen out their 
Talk by ſupplimental Forms of unmeaning Super- 
fluities. g ſhould not fear to let many a one ſee, 
that he a Nneath a Wit, a Scholar, or a Gentle- 
man : That he talks without either politeneſs or de- 
cency ; who perhaps is under no impreſſion from Ar- 
guments of a better kind. ing 
7. Make your Reproof as uſeful as you can ; and 
let it rather be in a way of Jnutreaty than Indigna- 
tion. Lead 'em into a Senſe of this Wickednels ; 
that the Reflection may be Heir Act, and not yours. 
Some Perſons have greatly ſucceeded this way, as 
we know by many. Examples. A Miniſter in this 
City, from whom I had the Story, was obliged to 
wait on King WILLIAM; and as he might eaſily be 
known at Court by his Garb, and had a _ — 
1. | Name 


5 pe ere, OS. 22 OS 


among us. 


Tongue. 


Name among his n, a 4 5 of the firſt. 
Rank entred into Converſation with him. He com 


plain'd of thoſe, who were not of 7/higgifh Prin I 


ples, and ſaid, it would never be well with En gland, 


All this while there was a free current of Oaths and 
Curſes. Upon which the Miniſter anſwered him to 
this purpoſe: I perceive, my Lord, there are two: 
«© Parties among you; and your Lordſhip i is of opi- 
nion, that only one of em, are fit to be intruſted 


* with the Affairs of Government. You muſt think 
* ſo upon one of theſe Principles: Either that there 
js no over-ruling Power that determines the courſe 


& of the World; but that human Wiſdom is left to 
„ ſhift the beſt. that it can: or, if there is, that 
& your Ways are more pleaſing to him than zheirs ; 
and that his Name is more honoured by you, 
«* than it is by hem. dir, ſays the Nobleman, 


8 


I ͤthank you for this Reproof. It is almoſt the 


<< firſt time I ever received one, for a Crime of 


<< which I am daily guilt . And, if we had more 
0 


of ſuch Company, we ſhould have fewer SWearers 


33 


8. Be ſure that you convince them, that your Zeal 


proceeds from no partiality againſt hem: That in 


blaming their Carriage to God, you are not avenging: 
yourſelves upon any provocation given to you Or, 
otherwiſe, your Practice will ariſe from a wrong Prin- 
ciple, and can have no other tendency, than to a 
n end. If you are ſilent in reproving a Friend, and 

_—_ to expoſe an Enemy, tis not likely to do any 
I ſhould think it would be no difficult matter 
2 ſhow an ingenuous Perſon, that a love to him 
may unite itſelf with a Zeal for God. And if they 
ſhould revile you now, you carry your witneſs in 
their boſom. For he that rebukes a Man 


* " 
-» ff 'S 


ſhall aſter- 
wards find more favour than be that flatters with the 
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There is alſo another Argument, that mould a 
9 you to this Conduct, and that is, the Repus 


tion it gives to Religion. God himſelf proceeds 


with meekneſs: 45 many as I love I rebuke and chaſten f. 


And his Love appears in the very Rebuke itſelf; fer 
' when we are chaſined of the Lord, it is that we may 4 
not be condemned with the World. 80 that in this * 


eaſe, he is both your Friend, and your Example. Per- 
haps, though the Scorner deſpiſe you, yet the Simple 
will be made wiſe. We have often known, that. 
when an Advice has been loſt upon the Perſon for 
whom it was deſign'd, it has proved an Ordinance }_. 
of God to others. 

9. The expoſing of theſe People to penalty -and 
ſhame may be your Duty, but the determinatiom of 
that muſt be left to your prudence. You know 
how ready ſome would be to call this Rudeneſs ; and 
repreſent it as a moſt diſhonourable Action; as if 
they thought ſo much tenderneſs was owing to their 
Names, who ſhow ſo little to that of the 17 High ; 


as if it was leſs evil to profane a God, than it is to 


a Sinner. 
I eannot anſwer this either from a better authority, 


or with greater reaſon, than in the Words of that 


"18 learned and valuable Prelate, Dr. Flectibood, who was 


the Ornament of his Title, and one of the beſt Ex- 
amples for thoſe, who are ſtretching towards that 
Dignity : becauſe he never made 7/Figg:/m an Equi- 


valent to Chriſtianity. + Remember, ſays he, that 


-66; and ſhame, who are guilty of ſwearing. The 
Name J 


« whoſoever {wears in common Converſation, is 
liable to forfeiture, if complained of. They lie 

c at the mercy of every one, who would inform 
« againſt them. And I wiſh this Law would take 
<< better effect, than it has already done: and that 
<< People would keep one another in awe, by the 
& Power that it gives you, to put them to expence 


+ Rev. iii. 19. 
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Mokane Swearing. 63 
Name of an Informer is in ſome Caſes odiouss 
but in this Caſe it is not. Here he gets nothing 
by it, becauſe the Forfeiture goes to the Poor; 

. £6 which is doing ſo much good to them that want 
eit: And it is done for a good end, that God may | 
ce not be diſhonoured ; and that a ſinful Practice iri 
«© our Neighbour may not be ſuffered to go on to _ 
„ his grief, and miſchief.” And though this ex- _ 
cellent Perſon was remarkable for a meek and quiet 
- | fpirit, yet he ſays farther, „ ſhould not be aſham'd * } 
«© myſelf to turn Informer in this Caſe, if it ſhould fo } 
. fall out.” 225 : 

I will add one thing more under this Head; that 
though it is left to your /iberty by the Laws of Men, 
whether you 'wv/1] proſecute an Offender, or no; yet. 
there's an awful Paſſage in the Law of God, that 1 
muſt leave with your Conſciences. V a Soul ſin, 

and hear the voice of fivearing, whether he has ſe:n-it, 
- ar known of it, if he des not utter it, he ſhall bzar his 
 tniquity t. But Magiſtrates, who have it in their,  - 
power, (if I don't miſtake the nature of their Duty) 
are not at liberty to be ſilent: If they bind them: 
felves by a ſolemn Oath, that will put the Laws in 
execution, I cannot but think, that a Juſtice of Peace 
mult be guilty of /alfz Swearing, who does not puniſh 
pro une SWenr ing. - "IM 
_ 10. Be ſure to follow all your Endeavours with ' 
Prayer to God; with a dependance on his Grace for 
your Conduct, and a defire of his Bleſing for your 
ſucceſs. I am afraid that we are deficient here. How 
do you know but your Methods for the Reforma- 
tion of a Sinner might have prov'd more beneficial, 
if you had been importunate with God to make them 
lt may be you have often reprov'd a Swearer 
. did you ever pray for him? And can it be expected, 
— that any of our poor Endeavours, Who do many right 


A.  :*ngs in a wrong way, fhould avail without a Blefling 
4 d | | 1. Lev. VV 1 | | ; 


: „ 0 . 9 * e vs 5 TY FI 
3 l N Ch ab he 1 A N 2 . = 2 Vo A * * 
* * 5 x * * «4 AL 
* PE S 1 x oft - 8 r 
* — 
f „ 
I = + 8 \ 


Wo 1 ö , ” 8 
2 N —_ £ * 
& J - 
8 * 
. = 
- 


624 The Sin and Danger of 8 
from above? If a Sinner turns from t-e Error of 
his way, it is e Lord his God that turns him; and 
then he is turn'd indeed. What you chiefly deſire 
in all your Attempts is the Honour of a Redeemer, © 
that his Name, which is now ſo littls in the Moutlt 
of a Swearer, may be great in all the Earth. And, 
though you wh for this, do you think to ata 

it of yourſelves? It is to be followed with Prayer, as 
well 2s Zeal. And that Petition ſhould go along 


With all your Endeavours: Hallawed be thy Name, 
. thy Kingdom come. = 


» Secerndly, I will now conclude the whole with a 
few Directions, that are of a more abſtracted Nature; 
and do not immediately concern your Carriage to 
proſane Swearers, 5 


1. Admire the Goodneſs of God, that has thus far 
reſtrained you. If there is not a Renewal of Na- 
ture, yet it is a mercy that you do not run into the 
broad ways of Deſtruction. Your Sins do not go be- 
forehand unto Judgment T. Bleſs him that gave you 
a a religious Education. Indeed there's a great deal 
more wanting, But as we live in an Age, that makes 
but little of it, don't you fall in with the genera- 
tion that deſpiſes their Fathers, and the God of their 
Fathers too. We have lived to fee Bette] turned 
into Beth-haven ; the Houſe of God, (as thoſe Words 
ſignify) into an Houle of Vanity. The Families, in 
which was heard the voice of prayer and joy, never 
talk of the Lord but in Schemes that are unglorious 
to his Nature; or in Language that throws dirt upon 
his Name. The Stones of thoſe Houſes may cry out 
of the Wall; and the Beams out of the Timber anſwer © 
them 1. And, therefore, ycu have reaſon to be 
thankful, that the Care of your Parents was ſo great, 
and the Effect of it ſo laſting. Fer my part, whew 
- f I ccen- 8 
+ Heb: 11.11, 


* Jer. Xxxi. 18. +1 im. v.26 


* 


Pidthur ne 


I confider how little can be hid for Swearing, t 
how little is done againſt it, I am ſometimes ſu r. 
priz'd, _ it is common; and ſometimes, that it is Th 
not more | 
2. Be he that you keep your Families clear of 
this Crime. I have the ſame dread of a Stwearer, . 
that I have of a Thief. Upon this Head I chooſe again 
to expreſs my own Thoughts, in the Words * 
Eminent Biſhop, who was our beſt Writer for the 
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Cauſe of Liberty; and made a nobler Stand than 
many of his Equals in his own Nation. And there- 
fore there is no occaſion to have his Opinion flurted 
at, as Prieftcraft, and the Doctrine of High-Church. 
Let not any of your Children, ſays he, dare to 
« ſwear without your Anger, and immediate Chaſtife- _ 
«© ment. Keep not a Servant under your Roof, 
« who is guilty of this wicked Practice. Their La- | 
e bours will not be bleſſed by God to you. Em- 
„ ploy no HYorkmen, that will not do their Bufinefs * © 
c without ſwearing. Relieve no Poor, who are guil- _ 
« ty of thus diſhonouring God. You cannot tel 
< how far theſe Methods may be followed with a a2 
4 Blefling, which I am afraid many of you never 4 
tried. And if you would but ſet about it in 
« earneſt, to put away evil from your Taberna- * } 
cles; and reſolve that you and your Houſes will 
fear the Lord, we ſhould ſoon fee the good of "41 
«© Feruſalem.”” br 
If the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that 
takes his Name in vain, do you ab/tamn ue. * 
appearance of this Evil f. The groſs way of profane 
_ Swearing, and Curſing, I ſuppoſe, you are kept out 
| of. But the thing commanded here is * an holy - * 
and reverend Uſe of thoſe Titles, by which the 
I «+ Eord your God has made himſelf known.” T 
I © have formerly taken the liberty to warn you againſt 
; AI. = "A Pratiice, that is a plain Breach of this Law; tho' 
1 F 3 the 
| + 1 Theſſ. 1. 22. | 
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666 The Sin and Danger of 


he Crime is not ſo notorious and horrible, as tho 
that I have expos'd ; and that is a zrivial Uſe of God's 
Name, in ſome forms of Wonder, and Anger, that 
obtain among us. When People mean no mere, 1 
than to tell the ſi rprize they are in, they will cry 
out, Lord God; or God ble/s me. Whereas his Blef 
ſing is a thing of more. importance than to be thrown 
off the Tongue with ſo little Attention. And, that 
ſaying, God knows, when we deſign no more, than 
that we don't know, is Ming his Name in vain ; and || 
playing his Omniſcience upon a trifle. That Phraſe |] 
_ alſo, for God's ſake, is oftentimes a mere ſuperftuity, | 
and not at all delivered, or regarded as an Argu- 
ment, for what. we aſk,. or others can give. Theſe 
ways carry us on beyond the Goſpel-Simplicity, con- 
cerning which it is ſaid, that whatſoever is more than 
this cometh of Evil +. 
5 Not but that I think the Scripture has given us 
- Examples of a more frequent Uſe of this Word, 
than our Anceſtors would allow. They were cer- | 
tainly in the right, never to mention the Name of 
God without reverence. But I find it admitted upon | 
. thoſe Occaſions, in the Bible, of which they were | 
. Jealovs, leſt it ſhould be abus'd. When Boaz came || 
to the Reapers, he ſaid, ihe Lord be with you; and | 
| 


they anſwer'd, the Lord bleſs thee tf. I take this in- 
deed for an Argumer t, that a ſerious way of ſpeaking | 
had obtain'd among them: For to pronounce thefe | 
Words without an awe upon our Minds, is not | 
rendering to him he Fruit of our Lips: And they had 
better be totally, dropt, than lightly uſed. But there 
is a great deal of beauty. in. a „ions inention of that 
Name with, our Promiſes, and Deſigns. They are 
reprov'd, who ſay, we -will go to * a City, andi ⁶³ 
aontinuè there a Year ; and buy, and ſell, and get gain [- 
whereas we know not what hal! be on the morrow, *: 
Now a. Cenyiction of this is always ſuppoſed in an; 
+ | Reſo.utic ng 
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have a proſperous Journey by the Vill of God, to come 1 
to them. This gives a happy Flavour to our Com- 


things proſpered with him, through 1he gon Hand of * 
his God upon him. | | i T AY 


be glorified in you, and you in it F There it is men- 
tioned without ceaſing; but ever without Infolence - 
before him. The Saints that are ſpeaking of his 
Mercies, are fill'd with Reverence, Wonder, and 


great Goodneſs. And, therefore let us join that Aſ- 


. g e n 5 8 e 8 
' 5 g i e * 94 
„ 179 8 FI. * a 8 7 P * 8 * { fy” — 5 
\ BY « * * , nl 3 
9 4 * L >. 3 * * * 2 
4 { . - % 
* 
; . 


+» g 


Reſdlution that we make ; but it ſhould be expreſs'd, f 
Ye ougbt to ſay, 7 the Lord will we ſhall live, and do :: 
this, or that. Ihe Apoſtle prays, that he might _ 


verſation. It was Nehemiah's habitual Language, that 


” 
* 


4. Prepare for- that World, where this Name will 


or Vanity. The Angels, that day and night are calls : 
ing, crying, and ſinging to him, cover their Faces 


Affection to him. They delight themſelves in his 


ſembly above, in a Similitude of Service, before we 4 
do it by a tranſlation of our Perſons ; and fay, 
Bleſſed be his GLorRious: Name for ever and ever; 


and Amen 1. 
; +2 Theſſ. i. 12. } Plal. hxii. 19. 
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OD with us; a Sermon on the Fourth of 
November; 1 

II. The Sin and — of Profane- Swearing ex- 
poſed in ſeveral Sermons (printed with a large Let- 
ter) Price 15. with good Allowanee to thoſe Who 
take a Number of them. 

III. The Sin and Puniſhment of En, conſidered 


and applied, in a Sermon on the Faſt-Day, Fan. . 


1744-5. Price 6d. 
IV. Six Sermons on Hebrews vi. 12. Be not loth- 8 


ful, but Followers of them, who through Faith and 


Patience, inherit the Promiſes. Frice 15. 


V. The Popiſh Doctrine of Juſtification, by Works 
conſidered. Price 6d. 


VI. 'The Doctrine of Juſtification explained and 
applied, in Eight Sermons on Jeremiah xxiii. 6. This - 


is the Name by which he ſhall be called, the Lord our 


Righteouſneſs. Price Bound 15. 6d. 

VII. Twenty Eight Sermens concerning Offences, 
Revilings, and a Confeſſion of the Faith; Preached 
at Pinner s Hall, Price Bound 45. 


VIII. The Myſter - & of Godlineſs in Sixty One Ser- 
mons, wherein the 


no other View than for the Salvation of Men. In 2 
Vols. Price neatly Bound { 5. 6d. 


IX. Winning Chrift, and being found in him con- 


fdered; in Two Sermons on the Death of the Rev. 


i Þ | , { J 7 
c ! : 
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VN. B. The above Nine, were wrote by the Rev. =" | 
Mr. Thomas Bradbury, | Pg 


Mr. Revert Bragge. Price 6d. 


eity of Chriſt is proved, upon 
no other Evidence than i Word of God, and with 
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Printed 
X. The Hiſtory of Popery, by ſeveral: Gentlemen 
being a full and genuine Account both of the Doctrines. 


_*Ehriſtianity, gradually carried ow to the End of the © 
Council of Trent. 


Charles and King James the Second. Wrote by Henry: 
Carr, Gent. And it is worth Obſervation, that of alb 
the Writers that have appeared in Defence of Popery, 
not one of them have ventured to reply to this Book- 
any other way than by arraigning and condemning the 
Author of it; which was done at the K:ng's-Bench im 
the Guildball of the City of London, by Judge Fefferies.: 


> 


©. 


vouch'd by unqueſtionable Authorities, both of Papiſt 
and Proteſtant Writers. The whole being diſpoſed in 
a regular, conciſe, and familiar Manner. Adapted. 
| for the Entertainment of the more judicious Part of 
. Mankind, and People of a lower Rank and Capacity: 
may thereby be furnithed to oppoſe the artful Sophi- 
ſtry of Prieſts and Jeſuits, which are here traced thro%. 
the darkeſt and moſt intricate Mazes of that Wiftery: 


of Iniquity, and the daring Inſolence of the Biſhops '2 
of Rome, in depoſing Emperors and Kings at their 


Ye 


Pleaſure. With a brief Account of the Lives of all the 

_ Popes, the Celibacy of the Clergy, of their Maſſes, 

their Councils, Canons, Decrees, Schiſms, Saints, 
Croſſes, Crucifixes, Reliques, Images, Pilgrimages, 
auricular Confeſſion, Peter-Pence, Indulgencies, I'ra-. 


* 
* . * 4. 


SAY. 1 
1 
F - «230 
» * 
8 FS. 
2 


W 


and PraQtice ofithe Papiſts, from the primitive Ages of 


a his Work takes in all that is ma. 
terial of what was publiſhed in the Reigns of King 


To which are now added, many curious Obſervations 
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ditions, Rule of Faith, Scripture, Index Expurgato- 44 


rius, Viſible Church, Election of Popes and Cardi- 
nals, kiſſing the Pope's Feet, Pope Jaan, Thomas d. 
Beclet, Tranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Curſes and 
"7 Cruelties on //7c#/;fz, Hus, Sir John Oldcaſtle, Lus 
bar, and many thouſands of other faithful Martyrs 
together with a true Relaticn of all.the other horrible 
and deteſtable Idolatries and Cruelties practiſed by the 
Church. of Rome, attempted and carried on in Great- 
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indir and Ireland, as well as in foreign Counticd 
all treated of at large, with Copper-plates. Tas 
| which is added, an Abridgment of the Hiſtory 0 of) 
the Reformation, and of the Perſecution in Quee 
= s Reign, chiefly extracted from Thuanus, Pox 
' Sleidan, Burnet, Strype, . Rapin, and others. By the 
Authors of the Hiſtory of Popery. Price Bound 
One Guinea. 
= XI. A true Repreſentation of the Sin, Dangers. 
and Miſchief of Drunkenneſs, and Exceſs of Drink 
ing; attempted to promote the Reformation of Man 
- mers. By V. Notutt, Price 2 4. or 125. per Hundred 
to thoſe who give them aw 
XII. Social Religion e in ſeveral Dia- 
logues; giving an Account of the Firſt Settlement 
ef Chriſtianity in the City of Caerludd, and of the 
Adminiſtration of the Ordinances and Diſcipline of 
the Goſpel, in the Church there planted; with the 
— Succeſſes wherewith - Chriſt bleſſed his-, 
den inſtitutions to the Recovery of his. Backſliding 
Members; the Satisfaction of thoſe that were under 
Fpiritual Diſtreſſes, and the Edification and Comfort 
+ of the whole Society. In which many Caſes of Con- 
"= * are judiciouſly anſwered. Price neatly Sound, 
| 3. 6 | 
| : XIII. A Seaſonable Preſent for Proteſtant Children, 
or Providence a Loud Call to improve Inftruction ; By 
Britannia. Price neatly Bound 3d. or 25. 6 d. per 
Dozen, Sticht 2 d. or 15. 6d. the Dozen. | 
XIV. Youth's Monitor, in fix Sermons to young 
People, by the Reverend We] Sri, D. D. Pries 
Is. 6d. , BK HH 
XV. Goſpel! Sonnets, or Spiritual Songs, in ſic 4 
Parts; by Ralph Erstine, M. A. Price Bound-15.-6 d. 
or 155. per Dozen; and on fine Paper 25. or Gua 1 


1 | 
Guinea per Dozen. 7 


